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To the REVEREND 


king Doctors of the SORBONNE. 


e Fathers1 


1 Could not think of any ſo proper to patronize 


a piece of this ſort, as you; for beſides your 


| patronage, I indulge the hope of a ſolution to ſome 
_ emphatical truths involved in queſtions, which have 


been put to the dignitaries of our own nation, in 


vain. T am not reproaching my country by this 
for there are in it, that are more intelligent than 


his holineſs, aſſiſted with all his cardinals. We have 
thoſe among us who are judges of the fit, and 
the unfit; their various modes and relations, ag 
if they had been of the original council, when 
the frame of the world was determined. My doubt 


of their dogma's is the reaſon of my appeal to you g 


for it is preſumed, if the fundamentals of nature, 
her operations, and the inſtitutions of heaven, be 
unalterable and uniform, this fitneſs and unfitneſs 
muſt be ſo too: Yet in this variable northern 


climate we find they are not, but as eels from 
our fingers, they flip from our underſtandings, 
and we have only been graſping at phantoms. 


This fitneſs among us is ſometimes this, then that ; 


a 2 . in 
* 


n 
"4; 
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in an inſtant it is neither this nor that, but ſome- 


thing elſe, any thing or nothing at all, as beſt ſuits 
the caprice of the orator : yet have they exploded 
all myſteries, inconceivables, and incomprehenſi- 
bles, excepting thoſe of their own framing, out of 
their ſcale; wherefore one would naturally expect 
nothing from them, but what is as plain as a poliſh- 
ed truncheon; notwithſtanding we find now and 
_ then ſome metaphyſical knots, which they can- 


not untye : ſuch for inſtance, as the eternal na- 


ture and reaſon of things being a law to the Al- 
mighty; and that they were ſo, independent of, 
and prior to, his will. We frequently hear alſo, 
of a ſupreme God; it is preſumed he muſt be the 
Jove, the Jupiter of the heathens, for it is neither 


1cripture language, nor a ſcripture idea, nor the 


doctrine of your church. They are ſo uncivil, 
they will not tell us who his ſubordinates are, 


nor what kind of beings ; how they ſprang into 


exiſtence, whether they are made or unmade, 
compound or ſimple beings, legates, agents, ſelf- 
Motive, or moved: they will neither tell us their 
nature nor their offices,. nor give us any compre- 
henſible account of them. Repentance has, they 
fay, a ſupreme energy too, an obligatory force upon 
their ſupreme God, to placate him. Now thoſe are 
as incomprehenſible doctrines to me, as that of a 
triune God, and of a divine perſon being incarnate; 
quite as inconceivable as that of tranſubſtantiation. 
1 have fnuffed * TOPT my candle 25 rubbed 


my 


* A phraſe peculiar to taylors for wk them, 


e OT DI ta 
2.8 s 3 * 


5 n 2 
r . * Sy ws, G3; 
. 
4 = WE Ge 


N E + v "7. 7 
my eyes, and waited with great attention, and ex- * 
pected that as theſe and many more myſteries were 
of their own framing, they would have condeſcend- 
ed to explain them; but to as little purpoſe, as it 
| would be to attend a covey of owls for a lecture 
of optics: And tho* we have gentlemen of real 
learning and impartiality, perfectly able to ſettle 
| theſe matters, their want of number obliges me to. 
call in a foreign aid: in this ſituation, I addreſs 
you. Tell them, reverend Fathers, it is unreaſon- 
able to taunt us with what they call myſteries in. 
_ revelation, while they preach, and expect us im- 
plicitly to believe, thoſe profundities of their own 
deviſing ; that they ought not to cajole us blindly 
and without evidence to yield our underſtanding 
to them, to believe their wild imaginations, and 
to ſhut our eyes againſt the evidence given by the 
Almighty God, and to reject his truth to pleaſe 
them; reprimand them for it: And fince they > 
will not tell us, how a learned conjecture, or a ran- 
dom gueſs, reaſoned upon, differs from the viſions 
in the ſpirit of the hat , we hope you will; and 
that you will enable us diſtinctly to conceive be- 
tween this method of reaſoning, and the wildeſt re- 
7 1 veries of a diſtempered brain; and whether they 
are not both imaginative : the one ſpringing from. 
an imaginary intuitive power in the ſoul, the other 
from an imaginary inflatus, miſtaken by enthuſiaſts 
and madmen for a divine diftate ; and whether 
they are not ſpokes of the ſame wheel, meeting in 
the ſame nave. 
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＋ A fooliſh enthuſiaſtic quaker's pamphlet. 
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We had ſome time ago a new whole duty of 
man publiſhed ; that was ſucceeded by a new prac- 
tice of piety : at laſt we are preſented with a new 
chriſtianity, compounded of Alexander Roſs's lum- 
ber. Dear Fathers, tell us, what ailed the old ? 
What was its defect? It ſtood the teſt of near ſix 
thouſand years, ere any man had the audaciouſneſs 
to explode it quite, and give us an entire new 
pattern: but in this a late ſet of men have outdone 
the Heathens, and boldly attempted it. Our author 
is one of their underſtrappers, and would bully us 
into the uſe of this new- fangled ſtuff; he pours in 


a broadſide upon us, and hopes we will take it for 
a kindly ſalute. Venerable Fathers, this is incom- 


prehenſibly intolerable. What ! to beat and mock 
us at the ſame time! We cry to you for redreſs : 
if you refuſe us, and there is none to be had, we 
will complain to papa at Rome, where his holi- 
neſs will take cognizance of you, and compaſſion 
upon us. For theſe gentlemen, you muſt know, 
reverend Fathers, are for ſetting aſide all eſta- 
bliſhments in religion at once, without giving us 
any ſecurity that they will not play the ſame 
trick in politics, when they have power; and if 
they ſhould take it into their heads to treat our ſta- 
tute laws, as they have the ſtatutes of heaven, 
(and who will be anſwerable they will not?) what a 
condition are we in then! They affirm the reaſon 
of each individual man is quite ſufficient to be 
his ſole guide, through this world to the next; that 


his duty cannot be made plainer to him by any 


man, or ſet of men; that morality is the means 
and 
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[ vii 
and the way to heaven: and as all our ſtatute laws 
are moral laws, founded and made becauſe of the 
depravity of man; and ſince they have freed him 
from his depravity, rendered him innocent, and 
made him perfect, what need have we of any law? 
what fools were they that made them ? and what 
have we to do but to get rid of thoſe political 


ſhackles, thoſe incumbrances, and demoliſh them? 


They only want power you ſee, for the train is laid 
and their matches ready for lighting, As little 
as they think of their preſent treatment of revela- 
tion, the above conſequences. are not only like to 
follow, but infallibly will follow upon their plan. 
I wiſh 1 had no corroborating inſtances to produce 
here—— but ſure as they live, this will be the 
effect of their libertiniſm. They ſhall not here tax 
me with miſtaking civil eſtabliſhments. for revela- 
tion, or with confounding them ; they. are vergers 
upon that themſelves, or they had not adopted or 
allowed a ſcale of firſt principles, not to be found 
in the ſcriptures. You have, reverend Fathers, 


Teen the gradations of ſlavery, the incroachments 


on liberty, the ugly wooden ſhoe, and the iron 


yoke: ſay, did you ever know ſlavery introduced 


upon any people upon earth, from the beginning 
of time to this day, till they had abuſed and tramp- 
led upon the revelation of God ? and when, and 


where, that has been thruſt out, has not ſlavery 


infallibly followed? and does not the preſence 
ſtate of the world manifeſt this? They ring a 


ſenſeleſs peal in our ears, about common ſenſe; 
I haye no other kind of ſenſe but that, and that 


convinces 
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convinces me that they are deſtitute of it. The 


bible has nothing but common ſenſe in it, which 
is the reaſon they cannot underſtand it. Common 
ſenſe conſiſts in conceiving of the works of God 


in the natural world, as they are ſimply pre- 


ſented to us, to our common ſenſes. The bible is 
an appeal to our common ſenſe, a referring us to 
the natural and ſenfible world for our ideas, that 
thereby we may obtain ideas of the ſpiritual world. 
Our ſoph's with all their ſtock of uncommon ſenſe, 


never underſtood this plain, natural, firft princi- 
ple, by which all intelligence is conveyed to the 


mind; therefore when they come to explain their 


own myſteries, they treat us with a whirl of words, 


inſtead of illuſtrations. The Patriarchs, Prophets» 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, teach by natural and 


ſenſible . things to underſtand ſpiritual. ones, and 
no otherwiſe : nor is there a chapter in the bible, 
but is filled with. natural and ſenſible images, 
nor can the ſpiritual be underſtood till the natural 


are: the whole bible is an illuſtration of this, and 
till the objects referred to there, are underſtood, it 


Is impoſſible the ideas deſigned to be conveyed by 


thoſe objects, ſhould ; and nothing but want of 


common ſenſe prevents their ſeeing this. If they 
wrangle here, when they can produce one meta- 


phyſical ſentence out of the ſcriptures, that ſhall de- 


cide the point; and if they will not or cannot. do that, 


1 am afraid they muſt fall under cenſure, for want 


of common honeſty, as well as want of common 
ſenſe: they muſt wink hard here or be convinced. 
It was * want of this ſort of common ſenſe made 

1 Iſgrim, 


Ieiim, in the fable, look for the price of the foal in 
the mare's hind-foot, and get a kick on the head 


for his peeping. Let they aſſume the prerogative 
of directors. But, marvellous to tell! as mountain 


behind mountain, their myſteries riſe to our view, 


and diſcourage our aſcent; While they prompt their 


credulous dupes to believe their reaſon has rifled the 


ſecret archives of eternity: when we come to exa · 


mine them and their ſpeculations, we find them no 
more eagles than Sancho, and their fancies like his 


flights in the blanket Zand quite as ſhort of the ſkies, - 


To hear them, one would think they had converſed 
with Lucian's Menippus, or with Jove himſelf. Aſk 
them, Reverend Fathers, ſince the earth yields, be- 
ſides her ſubterranean treaſure, corn, hay, timber, 
aromatics, Sc. beyond all computation,” by what 
ſtrange power doth her womb conceive? by 


were the preſent year's productions one thouſand: 
years ago, and what will they be one thouſand years 
hence? bid them run over the alphabet of nature, 
and think on all the generatious paſt,” anticipate 
_ thoſe in future, ſay what is become of the former, 
and from whence will the latter ſpring: bid them 
view the daily ſcenes of nature, her pageantry of 
clouds, meteors, Sc. and tell us what is their ori- 
gin, and where is their grave: and let them lead 
us to the magazine of nature, to her eſtrado, where 
ſhe ſits in her ſolemnities, and diſpenſes her do- 
nations, and tell us the place where nature works 
not. Shades and darkneſs may obſcure the day; 
deep and languor may weaken the powers of the 
mini 
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ſtrength doth ſhe bring forth this offspring? what 
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E 
mind; froſt and cold may ſtagnate, or winds may 
blaſt, vegetation; but nature ſleeps not, but is ſtill 
alive and operative, where we think her dead. Let 
them conceive the place where ſhe is idle, or tell 
us how ſhe operates; or, if they cannot run with 
footmen, let them not contend with horſes: and if 
in the land of peace (reaſon) wherein they truſted, 
they are wearied, aſk them what they will do in the 
ſwellings of Jordan, or rather in an immenſe ocean, 
without a pilot ? Perhaps they may receive theſe 
queries from you, and do what they never did, think, 
Tell them, for ye have penetration and are equal to 
the taſk, what the right of private judgment is; 
whether it be not, in its modern uſe, a cant word, 
meaning at the bottom a liberty to be as wicked as 


we pleaſe, to burleſque whatſoever we chooſe not 


to underſtand. I am convinced as much as any 
one, that each man has a right to think for him- 
ſelf : but my doubt is, whether we have a right to 


fly in the face of authority, or to publiſh what con- 


trouls the natural ſenfe of any words, in the revela- 


tion of God, and the clear reaſon of the ſoul found- 
ed thereon, by ignorantly ſtarting out with a fiction 
againſt it; and whether, fince I am puniſhable for 


treaſon deviſed and publiſhed againſt a temporal 
king, I have a right to impunity, in publiſhing trea- 


ſon againſt the eternal King of Kings? I have met 
with very few, but would take more liberty than 
they would give; this makes it doubtful, if there 


be not a delicacy in this affair, which our libertines 
have not attended to. They plead for liberty to 


publiſh their impious and crude conceptions : but 
loſe 


k 


[ xi } 
loſe their temper, when revelation or reaſon is pro- 
poſed to them, without knowing the evidence of the 
former, or being able to diſtinguiſh their own de- 
vices from the latter. No doubt, but a dog with 
a ſtone tied to his tail has the right of private judg- 


ment, and to run to get rid of the intanglement : but 


if he were rational, he would certainly know he had no 
right to offend our ears with his howle, nor to break 
our ſhins with the random jerks he gives the ſtone. 


He runs for liberty, till he is out of breath, and in 
a fever; grows mad, and gets himſelf into the hal- 
ter. This career is the fruit of his free- thinking. 


We have a right to think for ourſelves; nor has 
any man a right to hinder us: this right com- 
mences as early as we begin to think; yet we ſuffer 


many inconveniencies for it, as we grow up; for we 


are oftener corrected for thinking for ourſelves, 
than for not thinking at all. Adam thought for 


himſelf, when he tranſgreſſed. A certain ſea- officer, 


no doubt, thought for himſelf in the Mediteranean: 
but he had avoided his guilt, and we had ſuffered 
no damage, had he followed his maſter's thoughts. 
Jam for every man's thinking for himſelf: but let 
him keep to himſelf all that is miſchievous; don't 
Tet him annoy his fellow-creatures, nor alienate the 
hearts of the king's good ſubjects, by proclaiming 
his treaſon and rebellion: for that is an overt-act, 
whereby his neighbours and his country receive 
hurt. There is certainly no perſecution in reſtraint 


here; therefore, dear Fathers, if the advocates for 


private judgment blame me, tell them, they con- 
demn themſelyes, unleſs they have monopolized the 


babbling 
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[ xi! 1 i 
bubbling and ſeribbling trades. If they mean by 
private judgment, an unreſtrained liberty; then 1 
am upon their principles innocent : upon my own 
indeed they may cenſure: for I fay private judgment 
ceaſes to be ſo, when it is publiſhed. A prince's 
private judgment may be for war: but when he 
proclaims it, it becomes a public concern; private 
judgment in private life is ſimilar to this. If they 
from hence inſinuate, that Iam a bigot, and an ene- 
my to liberty, tell them they ***, and that I never 
oppreſs'd any man in my life: or if they wry their 
mouths at the tartneſs of my ſauce, convince them 
that Mr. Fleming's meſs was ſo rank, it was indi- 
geſtable without it. In this, Reverend Fathers, I 
doubt not but you will believe me; and though I 
am not of your communion, nor ever ſhall be, yet 
you ſtand infinitely higher in my eſteem, than the 
felf-ſufficients I have been diſciplining in this per- 
formance : for 1 will not ſtain the character of a 
chriſtian papiſt, by putting a. proteſtant infidel in. 
competition with him. Therefore, when I have 
withed your ſalvation, and your diſentanglement 
from every obſtacle in the way of it, and an unre- 
ſerved conformity to revealed real chriſtianity, 1 
am, Reverend F athers, if IND 60 6 | 


2 bur moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN DOVE. 
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RE MARK S, Ge. 
O hear men blame others for faults which 
they indulge in themſelves, as it beſpeaks 
a, partial ſpirit, fo it does a prodigious 
degree of want of underftanding and ot 
common honeſty. I am extreatnly ſorry that this 
is chargeable upon Mr. Caleb Fleming, in his 
rude attack upon Mr. Samuel Pike and his five Re- 
verend Fathers. He charges them with copying 
from the goſpel ſyſtem, the phraſe A form o 
£ ſound words, 2 Tim. iii. 13; and ſays, that title 
© 18 no way worthy of, of ſuitable to, a ſyſtem of 
merely human opinion and interpretation. And 
aſks, if their recommendation has not the air of 
being apoſtolic ? and would they not affix to this ca- 
techiſm (the aſſembly's) the idea of a facred divine 
book, a ſyſtem of infallible truth, or of pure una- 
dulterated ſcripture-doctrine?' He is very angry 
with thoſe five Fathers for not“ conſidering it as a 
calviniſtie ſyſtem; and for recommending it to any 


s 3 


beſides calviniſtic families ;? and concludes, the good 


old gentlemen were nodding under the ſoporific pre- 


| Judice; and with a few more ill-natured things dif- 


miſſes them. But who art thou, O man, that 
judgeſt another, and doeſt the ſame things, Rom. 
© 11. 1.“ For ſurely every charge brought againſt 


Mr. Pike and his five Soporifics, in point of beha- 
viour, lies with a vengeance againſt Mr. eng 
8 


himſelf. The title of a former book of his own, 1 


A ſcale of firſt principles, religious and moral, 


_ ©, proper 
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proper for the life and ſentiment of man ; , chiefly 
© calculated for the ſervice of youth: deſign'd upon 


the model of Dr. Worthington” s Form of ſound 


words. 

Why ſhould it be a greater crime in che five * 
porific Nodders (as Mr. Fleming calls them in con- 
tempt). to call the aſſembly's catechiſm a form of 
ſound words, more than in Mr. Fleming to allow 
the ſame expreſſion in Dr. Worthington! ? Why 
may not they aſſume the apoſtolic air as well as 
Mr. Fleming ? His title above has, it is preſumed, 
more than the apoſtolic air: but it unluckily hap- 
pens,. inſtead of a ſcale of firſt principles, the book 
is a huddle of crude concluſions ; not religious and 
moral, but impudent and prophane ; not proper for 
the life and ſentiment of man, nor calculated for the 
ſervice of youth; but for the contamination of their 
minds, by leading them off from the revelation of 
God, Ce, nor is it a matter of any importance, 


what model it was deſign'd upon, ſince the imita- 


tion is neither rational nor divine: but more of this 


by and by. 


Mr. Fleming. promiſes to conduct his examina- 
tion, and to riſque the merits of what he has to of- 


fer, upon the following proteſtant principles, viz. 


Divine truth, or the known will of God, is the 
only rule on which a man is able to conſtruct and 
form his religious character.“ It would have been 
extremely kind to have illuminated our minds here, 


or to have told us how we are to come at this divine 


truth or will of God: for without that, the propoſi- 
tion is vague and impertinent. But provided the 


reader will but avoid Mr. Pike and his five Sopo- 
rifics, he may ramble to Rome or to Mecca, Sc. 


for any care Mr. Fleming has taken: for his next 


propoſition, inſtead of preventing this ramble, has 
equipp'd him for it. | 


« Chriſtians 


6 [3] Ws 

-< Chriſtians who acknowledge the new teſtament 
to be a compleat revelation of the will of God, can- 
© not remove that ſtandard of truth from where it is. 
I would aſk the oraculous Mr. Fleming, what the 
chriſtian muſt do who does not acknowledge this ? 
for I am one of them. If Mr. Fleming has not here 
exploded the old teſtament, I don't underſtand 
him ; when he has dropt the old teſtament, I aſk, 
by what tenure he will hold the new; and affirm 
that there is no chriſtian, who has either ſenſe or 
learning, that will undertake to uphold the one 
without the other; they muſt ſtand and fall toge- 
ther: and if Mr. Fleming knows not this, he has 
vaſtly more ſtupidity than he imputes to Mr. Pike 
and the Soporifics, and is perfectly unqualified to 
be an author, or teacher; as perfectly ignorant of 
the plan of revelation, as a Portugueze parrot is 
of the Engliſh grammar. They, (the two teſta- 
ments) mutually ſupport each other, and contain 
a chain of principles, deviſed by the infinite wiſdom 
of God, to be the directory of the rational creature, 
who had loft his way, and had for ever wandered 
in darkneſs, if life and immortality had not been 
brought to light by the goſpel, by the revelation of 
God to the firſt man“. How far Mr. Fleming 
may be privileged above the reſt of his fellow- 
creatures, to ſet aſide any part of this revelation, 
to make way for his rational ſcheme, his imagina- 
tion, his dream, I will not take upon me to ſay: 
perhaps he can give himſelf a diſpenſation, as the 
- quakers do; but ſurèe TI am, no other man has this 
liberty. God has given us a revelation, and at our 
peril we diminiſh, corrupt, or depart from it. Tis 
the crime of a traitor, ſimilar to the officer of a 
king counterfeiting or falfifying his maſter's or- 
ders; which, I think, in ſecular policy, and upon 
the ſtricteſt proteſtant principles, is high treaſon. 
5 nts 
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Therefore it is very extraordinary to find ſuch a flood 


of wrath, of inſolence and rude rage, poured forth at 
Mr. Pike, page 11, for ſaying © whoſoever thus di- 


miniſhes the ſacred canon, by ſetting aſide, at his 
own pleaſure, any part of revelation belonging to 
the ſtandard of truth, is accountable for it to God, 
and deſerves to be ranked by man among deiſts and 
infidels.“ This is as ſound a proteſtant principle as 
any in the proteſtant world; and the moment we 
depart from it, we go back to Rome, or commence 


| infidels. And ſince Mr. Fleming claims indul- 


ence. here, I want to know how he will exculpate 
Fimſc)f from the imputation of having adopted the 


: irſt principle in the deiſts ſcale. | Infidelity begins 


by nibbling at the old teſtament; firſt exploding 
one part, then another, till they have got rid of the 
per and all“. It is a pity, Mr. Fleming has not 
the courage to throw off the maſk, or, if he be not a 
deiſt, to tell us what he is: for if he be a chriſtian, 
he is ſuch an one as I never heard of in my life, 
Jis wrath burns here, becauſe his Scale of princi- 
ples is glanc'd at, i. e. becauſe his propagating hea- 
heniſm is not quietly connived at; that he cannot 
gruſh the bones of every one that dares to ſupport 
the canon of ſcripture and the manifeſt doctrines of 
it; that he cannot extirpate them, and introduce 
his own wild imaginations, the reveries of his brain 
the cobwebs of his own ſpinning ; fad, indeed } 
perſecution, no doubt! On the paragraph above, 
our meek author loſes his temper. * But hark you, 
Mr. Pike, —Why this air of impotent authority? 
© what,and who are you? a little infignificant mortal, 
5 that would aſſume the air of judicial majeſty, c. 
He goes on ranting and raving, bids defiance to all 
oppoſition to his Scale, ſneers at the Weſtminſter 
Fatechiſm, ſmells brimſtone on the match to light 
the pile of faggots, imputes a meaning to Mr. Pike 


quite contrary to the ſenſe of his words, c. the re- 


capitulation here is an anſwer. His 
: | John v. 46, 47. | 


—— 


K 


His next propoſitions are, © All chriſtians are 
equally concerned in that rule; therefore all have 
ſufficient abilities to underſtand and apply it. 
The ſenſe which every individual chriſtian is 
able to form of this rule, is all the capacity * 
has, or, can poſſibly have of its uſe and 1 

rance ; ſo that as none other can naturally. ſee pa 
feel for him, ſo none other can ſpiritually or mo- 
rally judge and determine for him, the ſenſe and 
meaning of this rule. 

This right of private judgment i about 
the rule, is the only poſſible center of unity. chat 
can ſubſiſt among chriſtians. - 

Benevolence or charity is the very ſpirit — 
truth, therefore no man has found truth, ang has 
loſt charity. | 
Either Mr. Fleming 8 congregation cannot read, 
or, he muſt certainly have included in theſe propo- 
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fitions, his own miniſterial labours from the pulpit 


and the preſs, or, his preaching and writing are 
the higheſt impertinencies J ever heard of; and 
if he be privileged to be dictator to the people, or 
rather claims and thruſts himſelf into an office he | 


is no ways equal to, it is extremely imperative in 
him to be angry with the good old gentlemen 4 


bove, for offering their ſentiments concerning 


truth: This ſmells ranker of Rome, than any 
buen they ever offered to the public in their 
ives 

But it ſeems the right of private judgment, &c. 
is the only poſſible center of unity, that ever can 
ſubſiſt among chriſtians.” This is the baſis of their 
ſcheme, and deſerves ſome explication; and I think 
myſelf qualified to be commentator here. It is 
to be obſerved, that this is only the ſpecious cant 


of the junto, to introduce a pernicious ſyſtem, as 


deſtructive to chriſtianity, as to the rights of man- 
kind; the ſoft language, the Shibbolerh of a ſer of 
ſycophant 
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| ſycophant furioſo's. The plan to be executed is 
yet but in embrio ; whether Mr. Fleming be in the 


ſecret, or only the cat's foot, 1 will not take upon 
me to fay ; be that as it will, his pamphlet ſeems 


to be a bold challenge given out to bring the 


matter to an iſſue. Our author's province and 
Taoalttbob's, ſeem to be to batter down while 
their maſters build. Creeds, catechiſms, confeſ- 
ſions, homilies, articles, rituals, and eſtabliſhments, 
are to be demoliſhed. The common-prayer and 
the Weſtminſter catechiſm ſmell fo rank of chrif- 
tianity, that their revenge is ſtimulated thereby. 
They rave , the moral character is to fupercede 
eftabliſhments, ſyſtems, Sc. To ſhew the reader 
the ſcheme our author is blindly ſupporting, the 
plan of the junto, and to ſet them right about the 


moral character, I muſt crave the indulgence of 


the reader for a few pages. 

It is chtiſtianity, as revealed, which can aloe 
deſtroy the pride and obſtinacy of the heart, re- 
plant the love of the Elahim in the ſoul, and root 
out that felfiſhneſs which ſtands in oppoſition to it. 
It is the love of the Elahim only, that can engage 
the man to ſurrender himſelf up to them, with an 
acquieſcence of the whole ſoul, thatcan engage and 
convince him that his happineſs conſiſts abſolute- 


ly in his nearneſs to, and enjoyment of them. 


Self would make terms with them, would make a 
conditional bargain, or ſeek out for ſome other 
ally for a ſelf-happineſs, without knowing where- 
in it conſiſts. That the prime object of every 
man's love ſtamps his moral character, that it 
makes him what he is, and determines his happi- 

nefs here and hereafter. is inconteſtable. A learn- 
ed author, ſays, I give a man up to his love, let 


him love with all his heart what is lovely beyond 
bounds, and let him do what he pleaſes; ; for ſure 


it 


+ See Taoalttbob's Diana. 
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it is, that nothing ſhort of the moſt pure religion 
can pleaſe him.“ This is a more powerful obliga- 
tion to obedience, than ten thouſand moral pre- 
cepts: It is therefore the love of the Elahim 
that muſt form the moral character; for till the 
intrinſic character be new molded by that, it is the 
moſt hideous thing in the lower creation. Be- 
fore this, the will is engaged againſt the Elahim, 
and all the faculties of the ſoul are not only alien- 
ated, but the man is exaſperated and in a ferment, 
rolling from object to object in queſt of happineſs, 

and extremely angry that he cannot find it. The 
principal ground of this miſtake, is that ſelf- love 
the ſoul is ſunk into, and from which it cannot 
emerge. Why? becauſe it is ſeeking happt- 
neſs every where, but where it is to be found: for it 
comes not from the eaſt nor the weſt, from the 
north nor the ſouth, from the mine nor the mint, 
from the crown nor the mitre, from the moral law 
nor its damnatory precepts ; but from the Elahim : 
and he that knows himſelf and the ſtate of human 
nature, and denies this with his tongue, his hgart 
gives him the lie; and if he be a ſtranger to this 
matter, he is ſo far from being able to teach o- 
thers, concerning the moral character, that he is 
ignorant of what moſt nearly concerns himlelt : 
nor will his reaſon help him here, it will leave 
him in the dark. But to make out this, to inveſti- 
gate the origin and uſe of reaſon for the advantage 
of our owl-ey*d author, fo as to pierce his films, 
1s the office of that agent he has ignorantly treated 
with neglect. As the love of the Elahim is the 
origin of the moral character, ſo it is the ſource 
of an univerſal obedience to them, unſelfs the 
whole ſoul, and renders the man dependent; de- 
ſtroys all intentional vice in the heart, and roots 
coveteouſneſs out of the ſoul : hence the command 
to love the Lord our God with all the heart, and 
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foul, and miglit, and ſtrength, and our neighbouf 
as ourſelves, ceaſes to be grievous. An obedience 
to the command, becomes as it were natural and a 
pleafure ; before this, it was only as a bridle in the 
mouth .of a mad horſe, a yoke upon the neck, an 
awful reſtraint upon the mind, which never faiPd 
to produce enmity. If the ground of the junto's 
moral character be as above, I congratulate them : 
but I am far from believing they will agree to it; 
for their's ſeems to be of their own manufactoring, 


an home - ſpun piece of ſtuff which coſt much la- 


bour and pains, and which when twiſted with re- 
pentance, they put into the ſcale as ſo much merit 
to lay an obligation on their maker. This how- 
ever is the hopeful ſyſtem of the junto, which I 
have had from their own mouths. Methinks this 
ſmells ranker of popery than any thing our author 
charges upon the Soporifics, and is by far a worſe 
ſyſtem, than any of thoſe he is fo angry with. The 
junto's treatment of eſtabliſhments, ſyſtems, Sc. is 
pretty extraordinary; they have their authors in 
folio, quarto, Sc. they have their clubs, their out- 


ſcouts, their huſſars, their mercenaries, reviewers, 


to ſerve the common cauſe, and extirpate chriſ- 
tianity; yet have they men of zeal among them, 
each fond of his own ſyſtem, and artfully recom- 
mending it, while his friend's. tenaciouſneſs for a 
different one, ſuffers it not to paſs. The venal 


groupe may herein be fitly compared to catering 


gluttons, about the delicacies of a feaſt; one burſts 
into an encomium upon the haunch of veniſon, 
the next puffs the paſty, the third enters his plea 


for the Weſtphalia ham, the next prefers the hogued 


hare, the next will fight for the herring-pye, at 
laſt comes one and ſwears to a full point, the hot 
roll dipt in tar exceeds all They cannot 
agree abouttheir bill of fare, but on they ſtroll with 
maws empty and canine, till they meet with an 
1 enter- 
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entertainment that would pleaſe a prophet or an 


apoſtle; down ſits the junto, one can't eat, the 
pye is ſeaſoned too high for his diſeaſe, the other 


avers tis inſipid ; the antipathetic gentleman, of as 


quick ſcent as thoſe who can ſmell a concealed cat 
in a room, ſwoons, it offends him, it was baked 
upon a ſheet of the old teſtament, it will make 


him ſick if he taſtes it; the next to him can't 


touch the gooſe, becauſe it was ſinged with a ſheer 


of the new; a ſqueamiſh lank wretch, who has 


neither ſmell nor taſte, fits next, fancies it ſpiced 
with chriſtianity, and cannot touch it ; a blind diz- 
zard ſits next, and implicitly refuſes to taſte it: 
a bravo ſits at the lower end ; here, gentlemen, are 
the dainties of the table, here is a diſh well ſeaſoned - 
with claſſical ſpice, another well ſouſed with heathen- 


iſm, another pickled in pirrhoniſm, here is a de- 


licate hodge-podge, a compound of every dainty, 


it will not offend your ſtomachs, for there is not a 


grain of chriſtianity in it: here is a good pork pye 
made of a ſtrangled hog, and puddings made of 
the blood, it would tempt a Jew to taſte: our 
cyder is preſſed from the apples of Sodom, and 
our wine from the grapes of Gomorrah ; our 
bowls were faſhioned at the great Babylon, by or- 
der of the mighty Nimrod ; let us therefore cele- 
brate his gods, and trample upon all who own an 

other. This is a feaſt ſuited to the taſte of our 
modern critics; and methinks, I ſee our author in 
maſquerade, moving down to the lower end of 
the table; the critical and monthly reviewers fit- 
ting round, ſimpering and regaling themſelves, 


cramming their maws, till they diſgorge their vo- 


mit, ſpoil the feaſt, and contaminate the pro- 


. viſion, rendering it not fit for a ſwine to ſwallow. 


Thoſe lunatics, like their brethren in Moorfields, 
think themſelves great men, and becauſe they 
have loſt their own ſenſes, would haye other peo- 
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ple part with theirs ; or, like the fox in the fable, 
who had loft his tail, and recommended his ſtump 
for the faſhion. They have forſaken the fountain 
of living waters, and would have us drink out of 


their ſtinking ciſterns; are perfectly unacquainted 


with the nature of the evidence of intellectual and 
divine truth, yet expect us to admit them judges: 
ſo we will when hogs are admitted to play upon 
fiddles. They have not yet hit upon the means 
appointed by God, to make men wiſe; but have, 
with a vengeance, blundered on thoſe deviſed by 
the Devil, to make men fools (the abuſe of claſſic 
learning, and the irrational divinity of the moderns) 


and thereby oppoſe their own vain imaginations: 


in divinity, to the word of the Almighty Jehovah. 

They ſee not the neceſſity men are under of accept- 
ing the redemption of Chriſt, or of periſhing ; nor 
the reaſon of it. They think they can reſcue 
themſelves from the power of the grave and from 
hell, and give to the Elahim a ranſom for their 
own ſouls *. The principle upon which this is 


to be done 1 10 their unerring moral obedience, and, 


in default, the ſupreme energy of repentance; 


by giving the largeſt ſcope to chriſtian commu- 


nion, and fixing the center of unity among chriſ- 
tians; by allowing the right of private judgment, 
that is, to unite Pagans, Mahometans, Jews, re- 
viewers, quakers, c. and chriſtians together; and 
out of this jumble we are to ſeek for the moral 


character, as the only criterion or characteriſtic of 


the good man. The Eſtupendo's and Enſambla- 
dors have thus fixed the plan; and moral charac- 
ter is to be the ſtandard of orthodoxy, truth, 

righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and ſaintſhip. ' The grand 


| Seignor i is to be eſteemed a good chriſtian without 


being baptized, and in return they are to be e- 


ſeemed good muſſelmen, ont regarding Ma- 


\- homet, 
* Pial. lix. 7, 8. Job. xxxiii. 24. Hoſea xiii. 14. 
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homet, if they will but bathe in the ſummer: we 
are dearly to love the French, the Dutch, and the 
, treat them outwardly with brotherly at- 
fection, and confide in them as friends; and $6. 
tily believe them honeſt and good men. This is 
no fiction; for the junto actually attempted to bring 
it into execution, and are greatly chagrined at their 
defeat. This is the ground of the nowLe they ſet 
up. The means to effect this wonderful plan is a 
jingle of moralities, which they ſtun their hear- 
ers with, and expect them to operate as ſo many 
charms: for they affirm, they are morally certain 
they are right, and think it morally impoſſible to 
miſtake, becauſe moral fitneſſes are their ſtandard, 
and they have moral ſenſe to perceive all the rela- 
tions, combinations, connections, and moral modes 
and effects of things; and by the equilibrium of 
moral quantity they exactly determine the intrinſic 
value of the moral character. I am not quite ſure, 
the reader will underſtand this rant of the moderns: 
It is their own language, their creed epitomized. 
The learned reader will therefore, I doubt not, in- 
dulge a ſhort comment for thoſe who do not. 
Moral certainties are fortuitous, and are often 
defeated by a little ingratitude, or a new turn in 
politics; moral impoſſibilities are frequently brought 
into exiſtence by the ſame means; moral fitneſs, 
when men have departed from the revealed moral 
ſtandard, or don't underſtand it, are deceptions 
whereby men impoſe upon themſelves and the ig- 
norant. Moral mode is a foolery; moral ſenſe a 
non-entity z moral quantity is the ſlippery rule for 
a diſhoneſt man's conſcience z all beyond this and 
ſhort of the ſcriptures is darkneſs and chaos: yet, 
from hence ariſes that nis fatuus, the moral cha- 
' racter, in full glory: yet it is a bladder puff*'d with 
ſtinking breath, a ſhining bubble, a ſcholaſtic whim, 
a vagary, a nothing: nor are the dizzards agreed 
C 2 among 
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among themſelves about what it is, any better than 


the ancients were about the pulchrum & honeſtum, 
their chief good and happineſs, of which Varro has 
collected one hundred and eighty opinions: yet 
thoſe bitterns chickens are perpetually chirping the 
moral character in our ears. | 

But leſt our author ſhould think Ihave forgot him, 
return to ſalute him. T would have him know, I am 
as good a proteſtant as he, and as much for the right 


of private judgment; and believe Mr. Pike and the 


ood old gentlemen are ſo too. The plain and mani- 
Feſt ſenſe of ſcripture in the original, is the ground 
of proteſtantiſm, and not moral fitneſs, nor our au- 
thor's dictatorial dogmatical dreams, His ape- 


logue has not the proteſtant ſtamp); it is too long, 


or I would tranſcribe it. His language in it, as well 
as all through his book, is vague, and its meaning 
unfixed: in it he has jumbled and confounded cha- 
rafters and things promiſcuouſly ; but his barbed 
arrows are principally pointed at the myſtic cour- 
tier, the humble chriſtian who pleads his natural 
and moral impotence, depravity, &c. This man he 
brands and charges with darkening the glaſs, that 
his diſtempered eyes may avoid the ſplendor of the 
illuſtrious object, truth; (that is, for not ſeeing 
through our author's ſpectacles) while he compoſes 
himſelf, and takes refreſhment in the growing vi- 
gour of his own abilities, and is highly entertained 
with the chearful freedoms he daily has with this 
divine genius. Our author is here in the caſe of 
Don Quixote, who knew Dulcinea very well, but 
never ſaw her in his life. 


A contraſt to this apologue may be a parable 


from deus ace. Truth was commanded into exile, 


and the Lady Lie ſeated on her throne. To per- 
© form the tenor of this ſentence, Truth went from 
* amongſt men, but ſhe went all alone, poor and 


4 naked, She had not travelled very far, when 


«* ſtanding 
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ſtanding on a high mountain, ſhe perceived a 
great train paſs by with a moral parade, pageants 
in abundance : in the midſt was a chariot attended 
with kings, princes and governors ; and in that 
a ſtately Donna, who, like ſome queen regent, 
commanded the reſt of the train. Poor Truth 
ſtood ſtill while this pompous ſquadron paſt by 
but when the chariot came over-againſt her, the 
Lady Lie, who was there ſeated, took notice of 
her, and cauſing her pageants to ſtay, command- 
ed her to come nearer. Here ſhe was ſeornfull 
examined, whence'ſhe came ? whither ſhe would 
go? and what about? To theſe queſtions ſhe 
anſwered, as the cuſtom of Truth is, very ſimply 
and plainly : whereupon the Lady Lie commands 
her to wait upon her, and that in the rear and tail 
of all her troop; for that was the known place 
of Truth. Thanks, then, not to the ſtars, but 
to the configurations of the dice! they have ac- 
quainted me with my future fortunes, and what 
preferment my book is like to attain to. I am, 
however, contented, though the conſideration of 
this dirty rear be very nauſeous, and ſufficient to 
ſpoil a ſtronger ſtomach than mine. It hath been 


ſaid of old, Non eſt planta veritatis ſuper terram, 


Truth 1s an herb, that grows not below: and 
can I expect that theſe few ſeeds, which I ſcatter 
thus in the tempeſts, ſhould thrive to their full 
ears, and harveſt? But, R EAD ER, let it not trou- 
ble thee, to ſee the truth come thus behind; it 
may be there is more of a chace in it, than of 
attendance, and her condition not altogether ſo 
bad as her ſtation.“ If thou art one of thoſe, who 


draw up to the lady, whom our author patronizes 
in her chariot, pauſe here a little in the rear; and 
before thou doſt addreſs thyſelf to the lady and her 
patron, think not thy courtſhip loſt, if thou doſt 


kiſs the hps of poor Truth. Ir is not my intention 


to 
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to jeſt with thee, in what I ſhall write; wherefore 

read thou with a good faith, founded on evidence, 

what I will tell thee with a good conſcience. 
This point ſettled, we proceed to obſerve, that if 


_ reaſon be a ſeed implanted in our nature, by the 


hand of our Creator, which will ſpring naturally 
without culture ; ſimilar to an oak ſprouting, and 
afterwards ſpreading from an acorn; if it be a 
principle put into our natures, capable of bring- 


ing itſelf into exerciſe without revelation, example, - 
inſtruction, Sc. our author is right, and we have 


nothing to do but attend to it, as the quakers do 
to their inward light, which, they ſay, blazes with- 
out our kindling; to burn our bibles, as ſome of 
them have done; to adore ourſelves for our fana- 
tical tricks, when this inward phoſphorous reafon 


has kindled itſelf, and we are playing at gambols by 


its light. But if reaſon be a potential principle 


dormant in the ſoul, as fire in a flint, till it is ex- 


cited and ſtruck out, or like that element in wood, 
where it will ſleep for ever till it be kindled 40 ex- 
tra, our author is wrong : the former he takes 
for granted, the latter I have irrefragably proved 
in two former pamphlets, nor am I in any fear of 


his learning to overthrow it. Mr. Fleming's mi- 
ſtake in this point, muſt have been the cauſe of 


his blundering all the way; for he that ſees not 
that reaſon is as above, a potential, inactive prin- 
ciple, till it be awakened and ſet a-going, neither 
knows what it is, nor can he know the uſe of it: 
it was given us, not to be our guide, but to enable 
us to be guided; which irrationals can be but 
very imperfectly. And indeed, if reaſon were 
ſufficient to guide us, all law and inſtructions were 
vain and impertinent, like our author's Scale of 
principles. He will acknowledge, I ſuppoſe, that 
God gave him reafon originally. What then? 
His growing abilities have added ſo much to its 

3 33 | F ſtock, 
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ſtock, that he is now able to correct that rule 
that God gave him to be his guide; he knows 
the how, the why, the when, the where, and the 
ſhould be, better than his Maker. He has been 
uſed to reaſon ſo long, till his underſtanding is 
adequate to the fit, and the unfit, and the va- 
rious relations of things lye naked before him, and 


riſe in their order; but unhappily his aptneſs and 


his inſolence grow together: for I will take upon 
me to ſay, a more inſolent piece of blaſphemy a- 
gainſt God the Saviour of the world, the laws and 
ritual of his country, never yet appeared in print, 


nor a piece of higher ſtupidity. Mahomet was quite 


as good a reaſoner in his account of the ebbing and 
flowing of the tides, as our author in his flights : he 
concluded upon wrong principles. Bathing at cer- 
tain times is a principle in Mahomet's ſcale, which 


it is preſumed by wiſe men, will have the prefer- 


ence to our author's by far; for he treats Jeſus 
Chriſt with vaſtly more veneration : nor am I 
convinced, that Mr. Fleming would eſcape with 
his life in Turky, for the contempt he has poured 
upon that divine perſon. Not many years back- 
ward, a Jew was ſtrangled in Conſtantinople, by 
order of the Mufti, for blaſphemy againſt Chriſt. 


Mahomet, agreeable to his own invented ſcale, as 


he thought it was a good one, conceived the an- 
gels muſt be Mahometans and bathe, becauſe they 
did ; and concluded, that as they were large crea- 
tures, they muſt have huge limbs; and when at 
ſet times they deſcended to bathe, they plunged 
a limb into the Atlantic, or the great South-ſea, 
which made the tide riſe ; when they had perform- 
ed their devotion and delighted themſelves, they 
pulled out their legs, put on their ſtockings, and 
away to heaven till the next bathing- time; the 


water in the mean while ruſhing in to fill up the 


vaſt vacuity, retired from the ſhores, which pro- 
4 duced 


8 [163] 


duced what we call ebb. I give this as a ſimi- 
lar inſtance of our author's cloſe method of rea- 
ſoning; or rather, as a copy for him to pattern 


after; for truly he has not reached it yet: indeed, 
1 have no doubt but he will improve, for he is a 


very FORWARD GENTLEMAN, and by his own ac- 


4 


count has growing abilities but they are check'd 


by the myſteries in his way, they clog his reaſon 
_ ſtick in his throat. Before we proceed, we 


will recommend a gargle compounded of common 


ſenſe and modeſty, and tho? it be a new compoſi- 
tion to him, and he a perfect ſtranger to the in- 


edients, I will be anſwerable for its dong him 


good, if he will uſe it. 


The doctrine of the Trinity falls next in our 


| yay. Here our author is not more ignorant than 
rude, and after much ungenteel language, and 
_ ſuppoſing the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation as de- 


fenſible, he cloſes with a compliment to the 


Deiſts. Poor man; 1 really with my heart and 
. Conſcience pity him for his ignorance : he is bound 
faſt with the fetters of pride and prejudice, in the 
condition of a ſlave who fancies himſelf a king, in 
love with his bondage and hates deliverance ; there- 


fore for the ſake of others, we ſhall obſerve, the 
doctrine of a triune God is written in Scripture 
as with ſun-beams, and ingraven in nature as with 
the point of a diamond ; and he muſt be blinder 


than a bat, and wink extremely hard, that cannot 


ſee it. The bat flies from darkneſs to the light, 


but the imaginary rationaliſts, the bats of the day, 


fly from the ſunſhine, rejoice in their own con- 


cealment, when they have hid themſelves in more 


than popiſh darkneſs, and for a man's barely peep- 
ing at the light, they will bully him with an in— 
quiſitorial impudence. Our author's ſpleen is not 
more at Mr. Pike and the Soporifics, than at the 


- doctrines they preach ; one would however have 


thought 
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thought, before a man could have aſſumed the 
front to have cenſured a doctrine, which he knows 


not how to prove or diſprove, any more than an 


owl knows how to tune a ſpinnet, he would have 


made himſelf maſter of that language, wherein 
that doctrine and the manner of our conceiving 
of it, is revealed, and the proof of it given even to 
demonſtration ; and not have exploded it under 
the popular prejudice of a myſtery, without know- 
ing, or letting any one elſe know, what he means 
by one. In order to talk intelligibly, to ſet our 
wiſacre right, and to avoid his vague ſtile, and not 
to uſe words without ideas ; we ſay, a myſtery 18 
that which cannot be known without revelation: 
after that, if our abilities were adequate to the ob- 
jects revealed, the relations of ſuch objects would 
ceaſe to be myſterious; for a myſtery is not ra- 
vealed in a propoſition of unmeaning words, but 
is always conveyed to us by ſome natural, ſenſi- 
ble, or material image. We ſay then, that a 


myſtery is the ſpiritual idea, to be raiſed from a 


natural, ſenſible, or material image, or type, giv- 
en for that purpoſe; or, it is the intellectual ſenſe 
of what the ſchools call a metaphor. If our au- 
thor complains that this account of a myſtery is 
obſcure, helebore, will help him: nor has the ma- 
teria medica a better remedy for his diſeaſe. The 
doctrine of a triune God is thus revealed; and 
tho* our conceptions of that doctrine may be in- 
adequate, they are not indiſtin& nor phantaſtical. 
The ſcripture all along reveals divine things, bx 
natural ones; as this puts the whimſical rationaliſt 
and metaphyſician under the neceſſity of knowing 
things as well as words, it makes them ſwell : 


but if we would underſtand divinity, we muſt un- 


derſtand nature, or blame ourſelves for our igno- 
rance. And tho? I verily believe our author to be 
no philoſopher any more than divine; i. e. that he 
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is an extremely ignorant man, a ſtranger to the 
rudiments of ſcience, to the mechaniſm of nature, 
the origin of language, and the ſacred oracles of 
God, the ſcriptures, and that his head is filled with 
only the lumber of learning, and his heart puffed 
up with the vanity of having ſome admirers of that 
uſeleſs gear; yet my compaſſions for the man 


urge me to try if I cannot convince him of his de- 


ficiency ; and that the ſtick and the bladder, a 
ſtrum- ſtrum I think they eall it, is fitter for his 


fingers than a pen: if I fail of giving him con- 
viction, as it was well aimed, I am ſurely intitled 


to his thanks, and he will be extremely ungrateful 
if he treats me with reſentment; for if I have not 
cured his itch of writing, till he knows more of 
e matter, he muſt be in a frenzy. 
The ſcriptures convey to us, the idea of a triune 
Deity, that is, a Being ſubſiſting in three diſtinct 


divine perſonalities, without ſupremacy or ſubor- 


dination, without ſuperiority or inferiority in ei- 


ther: and he that would conceive any thing about 


this matter, ſo as to convey the knowledge of it 
to others, ought firſt to underſtand the language 


in which the ſcriptures were written, and in which 


the account they give of the common, and now 
demonſtrable, properties and mechaniſm of that 
ſubſtance in nature, which actually exiſts in this 
triune manner, and which cannot exiſt otherwiſe, 
is only to be found *. I mean the matter, the 
fluid of the material heavens, or the natural 
agents, which, as God's inſtruments, ſupport 
and carry on all the operations of nature, Gen. 
11. 2. Heb. Bib. which the ſcriptures have made 
the ſhadow, the material type a the immate- 

| rial 


If our ale aſks here, em one WER convey idees 
Which another cannot? I anſwer, yes, the Hebrew can, and 


actually does convey ideas which another cannot, for want af 
words proper to the objects, 
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terial agents, which ſupport and carry on all the 
operations of the ſpiritual world, and that that 


was deſigned to give us ideas of what would for 
ever have remained a ſecret, a myſtery inſcruta- 
ble by the underſtanding of men and angels with- 
out it: for I will grant that inconceivables merely, 
are not the objects of our faith, but things reveal- 
ed are, they belong to us and our children, Deur. 
xxix. 29. 3 | 

To give a full account of the mechanical na- 
ture of this material fluid, its oneneſs of ſubſtance, 
its threefold condition, its amazing ſtrength, its 
wonderful activity, its ſubtil and pervading na- 
ture, and its univerſal inſtrumentality throughout 
the whole natural world, would involve a ſyſtem 


of natural philoſophy; and therefore I ſhall note 
Here, that the ſcriptures and the conſideration 


of theſe things have been neglected ſo long, till 
a man may as well talk of negative quantities, 
and conic ſections to a herdſman, as to be un- 
derſtood when he fays any thing about them: 
yet I will venture to ſay, and hope to be able to 
prove when called upon, that this matter of the 
Basen exiſts in the condition of fire, light, and 


55 ſpirit (air); that theſe three are originally and 
really of the ſame. ſubſtance; and yet in their di- 
ſtinct appearances, operations, and actions in the 


natural world, they are not numerically the ſame, 
nor their effects the ſame. The light is not the 


ſpirit nor the fire; the ſpirit is not the fire nor 


the light; the fire is not the light nor the ſpirit; 
nor are their effects the ſame, but very different. 
This matter (ſubſtance) is fire in the ſun; it is 


light in its receſs from the ſun; it is ſpirit in its 


acceſs to the ſun : thus it exiſts, thus it acts, and 
thus it muſt exiſt and act in a perpetual circula- 
tion, from the center to .the circumference, and 
from the circumference to the center, while nature 

| D-2: remains; 
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remains; acting upon, and moving every ſecret 


ſpring and wheel in the macrocoſm, and the mi- 


crocoſm too. Here our philoſphers may look 


with ſucceſs for the natural cauſe of gravitation, 


projection, elaſticity, electricity, magnetiſm, &c. 
and if they will not, muſt be content to gueſs at 
them and be miſtaken. I will give him leave to 
ſneer, who can deviſe an experiment to ſeparate 
fire from the light and ſpirit ; or light from the 
ſpirit and fire, or ſpirit from the fire and light, 


and promiſe to become his diſciple : but this we 


know is impoſſible ; and tho* mankind have ge- 
nerally conſidered fire, as appointed to perform 


the principal offices in nature; and light, as chiefly 


deſigned to make objects viſible (tho this is one 
of its loweſt offices) and ſpirit (air) as formed only 


to give animals breath, to waft our ſhips, and drive 


our mills about; notwithſtanding it will be found 


- (at leaſt it may) by every one, by all that will take 


Pains, and by the ſevereſt experiments that even 


an enemy can demang, or the mind deviſe, that 

this trjune ſubſtance, theſe ſtupendous agents, are 
the pillars of nature, the artificers in all her won- 
derful works, the baſis on which they ſtand z and 


when and where they work not, ſhe dies. 
Their ſubſtance is a dry fluid, forming an ex- 


panſion by acting or moving in oppoſite directions, 
at the ſame point of time; and thereby producing 


an univerſal ſtreſs upon all nature. Some of the 
things which we have been converſant with from 
our childhood, and which are overlooked and ne- 
glected becauſe they are common, are demonſtra- 
tions of this: but he that will not believe Moſes 
and the prophets, who have treated of thoſe things 
philoſophically and truly, in the original ſcrip- 
tures ; and he that will withhold his aſſent, tho! 


one roſe from the dead, why ſhould I expect him 


to believe me? 
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for any one to ſet himſelf up to teach. divinity with- 


1111 yy 


The old philoſophers indeed underſtood this mat- 


ter better than it has been underſtood ſince: the 


all had a trinity; the doctrine of which they receiv- 


ed, not only by tradition from the ancient patriarchs, 


but well underſtood that trinity in nature, which 


was, and is, the type of the ſupernatural trinity; 


and, were they alive, would deſpiſe the men that 


did not. I mean not the fooliſh Romans; but Pla- 
to, Parmenides, &c. [See Cudworth's intellectual 


ſyſtem. ] Air is the proper pabulum of fire (common 


fuel being but the ſtage whereon it acts); nor can 


the fire exiſt one moment without it; nor retain it 


one moment without ſending it out in light (the 
fuſion of red-hot iron by a cold blaſt, our culinary 


fires, our lighted candles and lamps prove this): 


as fire cannot exiſt one moment without being fed 


by the air; changing it into itſelf, and ſending it out 
in light, ſo light cannot exiſt one moment, but it 


becomes air in its turn, and is impelled into the 


fire: air cannot exiſt one moment without being 
transformed from, and fed by the lights impelled 
into the fire, and iſſued out in light again: ſo that 


they are one ſubſtance in three conditions, mutu- 


ally depending upon and ſupporting, and are a con- 
ſtant ſource to, each other; and if either of them 


were to be annihilated, all nature would in one mo- 


ment be deſtroyed. This is no theory, no reverie 
of mine; it is the mechaniſm of nature, or, it is 
God's revelation of it. There is not one truth in 


the mathematics, or in nature, capable of a clearer 


demonſtration than this matter; and if our merit- 
mongers and infidels did not neglect the works of 
God, to proſecute the inventions of the creature, 
and were not miſled by illiterate ethnics, they might 
ſee thoſe myſteries by their reaſon, which are now 
above their faith. Therefore, ſince divinity and 
nature are thus connected thro* the whole ſyſtem, 
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out eee g nature, and. that repoſitory of 
learning, the holy bible, is an affair fimilar to a 


man's teaching arithmetic without figures. Na- 


ture is an object worthy every man's contemplation z 


the infallible word of the Almighty is, as it were, 


the microſcope through which we may view it, and 
ſee the unity of the Deity preſerved, and the Trinity 


too, without confounding either; and every other di- 


vine doctrine rendered intelligible, even that of Jeſus, 
Chriſt being God and man in two diſtinct natures, 
and one perſon for ever; the depravity of the hu- 
man nature, which rendered ſuch a ſtep neceffary 
the doctrine of the reſurrection, Sc. But to enter 
upon the proof and illuſtration of all the doctrines 
our author has impertinently and rudely objected 
to, were to write a body of divinity therefore, 
before we proceed, I ſhall call upon him in his own 
way: But hark you, Mr. Fleming, did it become 
your pen (page 11) to call your ſuperiors to ac- 
count? why this air of impotent authority? what, 
and who are you? a little inſignificant mortal that 


would aſſume the feat of judicial majeſty.'——But 


hark you, have you learning enough to call me to 
an account for, or to controul what I have written 
above? No, no more than if you had been hatched 
by 2 bittern. Your claſſic learning (if you have 
any) will fail you here; your rational powers, un- 


aſſiſted by revelation, will do ſo too; nor will your 


brains be of any-uſe to you, till they are rinſed. You have 
advanced a plan of divinity z founded upon what ? 


empty words, vain imaginations, baſeleſs dreams and 


antoms; a plan that has no foundation or ſtand- 


ing in nature or reaſon; for both nature and reaſon 


bear witneſs againſt it. The bath-coll of the Jews, 
the inward light of the quakers, or the ſecond fight 
famous in Scotland, are quite upon a level with, 
and afford as clear evidence to found a divinity up- 
on, as that capricious Jilt which our claſſical 1855 
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bles have ſtrumpeted away their common ſenſe 
with ; that will-with-a-wiſp our author has miſtook 

for reaſon. This miſtake puts him into the condi- 

tion of an hungry child roaming with weary ſteps, * « 

and many a fall over hillocks and banks, in queſt 

of a waſp's neſt to fill his belly with honey; or of _ 

the wanton one who ſeeks butterflies to play with, \ 

and ithrough ſwamps and thickets tears his fleſh, 

and at laſt miſtakes hornets for them. This is pe- 

culiar to the mere rationaliſt, and this is his race 

after happineſs ; and after having exerted. all his 

ſtrength he ſits down defeated: for he has miſtaken 

the means of intelligence, and ſo the object of his 

happineſs. He is in the condition of a ſhatter'd bark 
in a tempeſt without rudder and compaſs; on he 

drives before the wind, till he is ſtranded on a lee- 
ſhore ; dripping and. half-drowned he eſcapes 
nm with craving maw he. ſtrolls on the continent, till 
{| the manchineels prompt his appetite z he miſtakes 
= . them for apples, ſwallows, and is poiſoned: or like 

i an innocent, roaming the waſte for flowers, puts . 
his fingers into the ling, and a ſerpent bites him. 

Our author may ſneer at this, if he pleaſes, it will 

"recoil upon his own pate. His reaſon! the vigour _.: 
of his own growing abilities ſhall guide him in the < 
way! the ſtrength of his own arm ſhall work out 
his ſalvation! his own merits with the ſuperaddition 
of the ſupreme energy of repentance “ ſhall placate the 
divine being, or he will periſh. This, ſatanical as 
it is, is the purport of our author's book. If I have 
not wronged him, and I know I have not, I am in 
hopes the junto will confeſs in this he is arrogant. 

_ The aſſembly's anſwers to the 7, 16, 17, 18, 19 
and 21 queſtions you diſapprove. What then, I 
pray! who are you? who conſtituted you inquiſt- 
ſitor-general? Is the light the worſe, becauſe the 
_ owP's eyes cannot bear it? But hark you, Sir, you 


A phraſe of their own. 
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Let us ſurvey the miſeries our firſt parent was ſub- 


[ 24 ] 
have with the imputation of Adam's fin, exploded 
the depravity of the human nature. In this the 
bulk of mankind, learned and unlearned, good 
and bad, heathen and chriſtian, the papiſt and the 
proteſtant, ſtand ready to controul you; the ſcrip- 
ture, the corruption of the natural world and com- 


mon ſenſe, the general experience of old and-young, 
the wiſe and the fooliſh, ſtare you in the face here ; 


but happy for you, you cannot bluſh, Jer. iii, 3. 

It is preſumed, the tenaciouſneſs of men for the 
imputation of Adam's ſin, has been from their un- 
willingneſs to part with what our author tramples 


upon, viz. the merits of Chriſt : but we think the 
idea of the application of the merits of Chriſt to the 


ſinner, neither ſtands nor falls by the imputation or 


the non-imputation of Adam's ſin, but on an in- 


finitely better foundation, which we paſs now to 
obſerve: That it is certain, upon the diſobedience 
and tranſgreſſion of the firſt man, the creature was 
made ſubje& to vanity ; for the curſe followed and 
ſpoiled our natures: impure ſeeds were joined 
with the pure, and they reign to this hour, not 
only in our bodies, but in every natural thing: 
and he that denies this, is too ignorant to receive 

conviction. *©* Thou art curſed above all cattle, 
« and above every beaſt of the field ;” ſo that cat- 
tle and beaſt were curſed, but this ſerpent above 
them all. Read Rom. viii. 20, Sc. Here the 
apoſtle, by the creature underſtands not man, but 
the inferior ſpecies, which he diſtinguiſhes from 
the children of God: but allows both the ſame 
liberty. In the ſubſequent verſes we find the firſt - 
fruits of the ſpirit referr'd to man; and why not 
ſome ſecondary ſubordinate fruits of it to the 
creatures in general? for as they were curſed in 
the fall of man for man's ſake, ſo, it ſeems, in 
his reſtitution they ſhall be bleſſed for his fake. 
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[25] 


Jed to, it will be of uſe to us. © He was ejected 


© from the preſence of God, and expoſed to the 
malice and temptation of the devil. He was al- 
< tered from good to bad, from incorruptible to 
corruptible. He was excluded from a glorious 
* paradiſe, and confined to a baſe world, whoſe 
« fickly infected elements conſpired with his own 
© nature to haſten that death, which already began 
< to reign in his body. Heaven mourned over 
him, the earth and all her generations about him. 
He looked upon himſelf as a felon, a murderer, 
c 
a 
& 
[4 
* 
£ 
& 


KK 


being guilty of that curſe and corruption, which 
ſucceeded in the world becauſe of his fall. He was 
ignorant (howſoever knowing his ſons may be) 
and therefore hopeleſs, of life eternal; and for this 
temporal life, he was not acquainted with the pro- 
viſions of it. The elements of huſbandry were 
not as yet known; there was neither houſe nor 
plough, nor any of thoſe manual arts, which make 
up a worldly providence. - He was expoſed to the 
violence of rains and winds, froſts and ſnows; 
and, in a word, deprived of all comforts ſpiritual 
and natural. He was a meer ſtranger in the 
world, could not diſtinguiſh medicine from poi- 
ſon ; neither was he ſkill'd in the ordinary prepa- 
rations of meat and drink. He had no viduals, 
but the crude unſeaſoned herbage of the earth; 
muſt ſtarve, or feed, as Nebuchadnezzar did, 
with the beaſt of the field. Sorrowful ſituation! 
Had Adam had our author*s ſtrength of reaſon, he 
had ſhifted very well: but the want of that ren- 
dered a revelation neceſſary z which he actually had, 
and which our author poſitively rejects. He had 
a revelation of the myſteries of both worlds; of the 
three above in heaven, and of the three beneath on 
earth : the latter inferiors bear witneſs to the former 


ſuperiors, and are their proper receptacles. They 


are created books and ſignatures, where we may read 
| — the 
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to miſcarry becauſe of obſcurity, than it is of infe- 


[ 26 ] 
the myſteries of the ſupernatural Trinity. Have 
mercy upon me, what ſhall I do! the ſons of ſci- 
efice, whoſe reaſon can inform them how the earth 
was tilled before the ſound of Tubal Cain's ham- 
mer, will dub me a greater myſtic than ever Jacob 
Behmen was. It is not more the fate of an author 


rior wits to blame him for their having no brains, 
and to attempt to effect that by ſcandal, which they 
cannot do by reaſon. When our author, or his 
maſters, attempt this, I will ſcourge them out of 
their ignorance, or diſcipline them for it with thongs 
of ſcorpions. 

He ſeems not pleaſed, page 16, with the idea of 
God's decree : but he does but think it is unſcrip- 
tural. This is the only modeſt part of his book : 
yet, he ſeems to be ſure the fall of man was not 
© decreed, becauſe God could not fore-ordain fin ; 
« .—and if he had fore-ordained whatever comes to 
< paſs, there would not any thing come to paſs, but 
< what is right and good, and there could be no ſin 


in the world.“ To be ſure, he is a judge, and 


can fee through all the ſtages of time, and into 
eternity z and knows the final upſhot of things, the 
fit and the unfit; can tell us the origin of "moral | 
evil, and what it is preciſely; can tell us what was, 
and what was not, decreed; can tell us exactly the 
reaſon of the growing abilities of an imperfect crea- 
ture, his dear ele and the declining ones in a per- 
fect man, Adam; no doubt, he can reconcile the 
decree and the liberty of the will; and punctually 
ſettle a controverſy that has perplexed Jews, hea- 
thens, and Chriſtians, for ſo many thouſand years. 
If I were diſpoſed to litigate this point with him, 
I would aſk, if the fall of man and the entrance of 
fin happened unawares to the infinitely wiſe God ? 
and if it did not, why his goodneſs did not prevent 
it? or did it happen againſt his will ? and whether 

he 


| 274 b 
he is ſure that infinite advantages do not accrue to 
us all by it? I think there do, and that I am a 
gainer by it; and if he is not, it is his own fault. 

After our author has with much ſtupid drollery 
cenſured the doctrines of revelation, the myſterious 
parts in them diſpleaſes him: and if God will not 
give the rationale of his duty, he is no God for him, 
nor will he ſtrike one ſtroke in his vineyard, page 
17; but, although he ſtands block d between two 
incomprehenſible eternities, familiarly prates about 
the infinite perfections of the incomprehenſible Je- 
hovah, ſurrounded with ten thouſand incompre- 
henſibles in nature, his conception in the womb, 
his being nouriſhed there, and ever ſince by food; 
his muſcular motion, the circulations and ſecretions 
of his fluids, the union of his ſoul and body; the 
tendency of bodies to the earth, the magnetic power 
of the poles, the motion of the electrical fire; and a 
million of other incomprehenſibles in nature, which 
he finds hiniſelf obliged to believe, notwithſtanding 
their incomprehenſibility; yet, cannot he avoid ca- 
villing at myſteries in religion. The xxxvi and 
following chapters of Job, and thoſe——of Eſdras, 
if he would read them, perhaps might bring him 
to his ſenſes, I ſhall be told thoſe facts above are 
believed, but not the mode of them; a flimſy di- l 
ſtinction indeed: the incarnation is a fact upon 
which the ſalvation of the world depended: the fact 
I believe, becauſe it is recorded in ſcripture; which 
ſcripture, whether Mr. Fleming will or will not, 

I am able to prove, contains the truth of God: 
| the mode of the incarnation is not the object of my 
j : faith. And tho' the works of God are as inſeru- 

| table as his eſſence, the ſmatterers of our author's 
ſtamp, with a faſhionable philoſophical faith, with- 
out ſtaggering, believe infinite fooleries about the 

modes of natural and moral incomprehenſibles, 
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He tells us in page 19, He makes uſe of his 
reaſon, as the only power or ability he has, to judge 
of ſcripture doctrines, — and below miſtakes his ill 
nature for wit: wit drops from his pen, as blood 
does from a flint. When he has told us what 
he means by reaſon, the rectitude of his rule of 
Judging ſcripture doctrines will be known, not 
before; for the reader is to know, I ſuſpe& his 
reaſon to be as carnal, blind, and diviliſh, as Mr. 
Pike's, or any other man's: if ſo, it is a very bad 
power to judge of ſcripture-doctrine, Rom. vii. 


14. viii. 7. 1 Cor. iii. 1. He lays, all the carna- 


lity at Mr. Pike's door, while he himſelf ſeems to 
be immaculate. It would be very kind in him, to 
have told us what he means by reaſon ; whether it 
be a power in the mind, afliſted-by the revelation 
of God, or needs ſuch aſſiſtance ; or, as above, it 
be a ſpiritual phoſphorus, . blazing and burſting in- 


to an infinity of wild imaginations. If the for- 


mer, then it is to be regulated by the revelation 
of God in divine and moral matters; and until 
it has paſſed under ſuch a regulation, it cannot 
be a fit judge : how far his reaſon has been ſub- 


jected to the rule of revelation, he is to judge. If 


the latter, and it has been refractory to that rule, 
or negligent in underſtanding it; or a ſtranger to 
the language in which it was wrote, and he will 
ſaucily, and by a ſuppoſed intuitive light and pow- 
er, judge concerning it, a blind man is as good 


a judge of colours. I wiſh this may not be the 


caſe with him ; but if it be, the hiſtory of Don 
Quixote is of as much uſe to him as the bible; 
nor is he at all a better judge of it, than of a. 
book he never read. To judge of revelation by 
a natural intuitive power of the mind, is to re- 

roach Gad for giving one ; for the mind accout- 
red with ſuch an inborn power, renders a further 
revelation uſeleſs and impertinent : for without 


” ma 


1291 
all doubt, if my intuitive reaſon can judge of the 
propriety of a revelation from God, as the rule of 


my actions; by the ſame intuitive reaſon I can re- 
gulate my actions without ſuch revelation. If this 


be the caſe, our author is a quaker but don't 
know it, and as arrant an enthuſiaſt as any, even 
the worſt of that ſect: if the former be the caſe, 
he has uſed the word reaſon with as much impro- 
priety, as it would be to talk of a fervent froſt, 
and miſtake it for a rainy morning; but it is no 
new thing with him, for he has uſed myſtery, mi- 
ſtic, goſpel, reaſon, rational, law, propitiation, Sc. 
in a vague, unlimited, and unfixed ſenſe, ſo that 
frequently any other words would have done as 
well. Ni. 3080-3 of | 
Page 18, our author is very angry with Mr, 
Pike, for his account of the atonement; but as 
that doctrine is handled at large by the reverend 
Mr. Lee, in anſwer to the great champion of their 
cauſe, Dr. Taylor of Norwich, in the moſt genteel 
manner, and upon the very plan the Dr. pointed 
out; and tho” the. public expected the Doctor's re- 
ply, he ſeems not to like the taſk, it has made him 
ſick; thither I refer the reader. In the interim, I 
would aſk our author, if he be quite ſure that God 
would have been propitious, if Chriſt had not 
died? If he anſwers in the affirmative, I aſk the 
grounds. of his certainty ; for I don't chuſe to take 
his word. He looks upon the atonement of Chriſt, 
as derogatory to the immutable, eternal, unn 
rited, and adorable goodneſs and love of God: 
this is charming doctrine to the Infidel or Deiſt. 
But it appears to me, that God is rendered propi- 
tious by the death of Chriſt, and that men are 
thereby alſo reconciled to God: and tho' he rejects 
' the death of Chriſt, to ſolace himſelf in the unori- 
ginated, ſupreme, immutable, and unmerited good- 
neſs of his God; and takes refreſhment in the 
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30 
growing vigour of his own abilities, and ſpurns 
at the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the lord of life, as a 
cover for injuſtice, fraud, debauchery, pride, and 


5 envy, Page 29; it would have been modeſt in 


him to have conſulted his bible, before he had ad- 
vanced this foul and blaſphemous charge. That 
God is propitious and reconciling the world to 
himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, is true; but it is as true, 
that he has received a ranſom, and been thereby 
propitiated: here our author ſhall not be indulged 
with a tranſlation; he ſhall ſtick to the original, or 


at leaſt I will. But what am I doing? Can I con- 


ceive Mr. Fleming can, read either Greek or He- 
brew? If he can, he is in the condition of thoſe 
Jer. iii. 3. The Septuagint have rendered 595 
by , the word uſed in the new teſtament for 
propitiation, 1 John, ii. 2. iv. 10. Rom. iii. 25. Lev. 


xxv. 9. Numb. v. 8. Gen. xxxii. 20. Exod, xxi. 30. 


XXIX. 33, 36, 37. xxx. 10, 12, 15, 16. xxxii. 30. Lev. 
1. 4. iv. 20, 26, 31, 35. v. 6, 10, 13, 18. vi. 7, 30. 
viii. 15, 34. Numb. xvi. 46. I have not room 
here to comment upon this laſt amazing chapter, 
but would obſerve, that the rebels mentioned there- 
in, were of the ſame ſad coloured hue with our 
author: for what was the diſpute about? Prehe- 
minence ? No, but the atonement. Ye Moſes and 
Aaron take too much upon you, ſeeing the con- 
gregation are holy, every one of them, and the 
Lord is among them. That is, the people are 
void of depravity, and fo holy, as to need no a- 
tonement, no interceſſor at all; they can each man 
for himſelf, approach to God, do his duty, and 


claim his reward; therefore we will have nothing 
to do with your propitiator : but I would aſk to 


whom the atonement was made, verſe 46 ? To Jeho- 
vah, or the people ? without all controverſy it was 
made to Jehovah, for the people : make an atone- 


ment for them, for wrath is gone out from the 
Lord, the plague is begun.”* I am in no fear of 
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; [37 ] 
any man's learning to overthrow this; when it is 
attempted we will go through the chapter. | 

He confeſſes, ſpeaking of the goſpel, p. 20, An 


+ Almighty force and energy in the divine argu- 
ment and motive.“ This is gibberiſh to me, for 
I do not underſtand the Almighty force and energy 
of an argument: to produce what? The graces 
of the ſpirit, which are all of them, he ſays, ra- 
tional attainments, or moral virtues.“ There is 
nothing in chriſtianity irrational, or immoral; yet 
the graces of chriſtianity are only to be arrived at, 
by the mighty powER of God, not the energy of 
an argument, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. In the next page 
(21) he ſays, ſpeaking of the ſame thing, in this 
man is the agent, and the word or ſpirit of God 
the inſtrument or means of his illumination and 
reformation.” Here our rational illuminatee, has 
either divulged a myſtery, or made a blunder : for 
if there be an almighty energy and force in the di- 
vine argument, one would think the man were pa- 
| tient here; but he avers man to be the agent: how 
, is this? 0h 43 5 | 
In page 22, he comes to cloſe quarters, to vom- 
bat the extra extravagance of Mr. Pike; for the 
ſake of which, he humbly hopes the- public will 
allow there was ſufficient reaſon for his letter —— 
* becauſe the ſubje& is univerſally intereſting? there- 
fore as an advocate for God and truth, he ſteps 
forth to plead the dignity of the human nature ; 
to link the law of God to its ſtandard, and to ſhew 
Mr. Pike is an Antinomian. Bravely deſigned, but 
badly executed. The poor thing treats the law of 
9 God, as a pettifogger does an act of parliament; 
= as regarding not the ſecret embrio's of iniquity, 
but the outward act only: he is a ſloven, a naſt 
ſcullion; he takes care of the outſide of the cup 
and platter, while he leaves the inſide filthy and 
void of his care : for all his interrogatories, page 
| | 22, 
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[ 32 ] , 
25, 23, terminate in the outward obſetvarice only ; 
excepting, that at laſt as a ſalvo he brings in that 
text, if ye love me, keep my, commandments, 
„ &c.” and quotes the Pſalmiſt againſt himſelf; 


for the Pſalmiſt prays, that God would cleanſe him 


in his inward parts, and from ſecret iniquities, Sc. 

In page 24, he is a little puzzled about the juſti- 
fication of a ſinner, who has violated the law of 
God; but ventures roundly to affirm * his juſtifica- 


tion depends on his repentance of that violation, 
and on his recovery, to a delight in that law, Sc. 
Where our author pick'd up this, I pretend not 
to ſay; but ſure I am the matter, as he has ſtated it, 
is not to be found in the bible: the 18th of Ezekiel, 


when he demands it, ſhall be ſhewn fiot to his pur- 
poſe. The law knows nothing of repentance ; ſin 
and die, fin and be damned, is its language : it has 


no proviſo, admits of no evaſion, binds the ſecret 


thoughts and [og 52508 of the ſoul, conſigns the 

or ever, without bail; till the 
great Redeemer, by price and by power, interpoſes 
in favour of the criminal, burſt his bonds, reſcues 
the ſlave, opens the priſon doors, proclaims liberty 
to the captive, and makes him his own willing 
ſervant for ever. This 1s a better ſecurity againſt 
Antinomianiſm, than our author's fairy receipt of 


ſinning and repenting ; repenting and ſinning in 
an endleſs round. | 


Page 25, he is extremely griev'd at the aſſem - 


bly's enormous accuſation of all mankind; and 


thinks it deſerves the indignation of thoſe who 
would vindicate the honour, either of God or man; 


and is ready to burſt with indignation himſelf, at 
the thought of the depravity of the human na- 


ture, and his not being indulged to claim eternal life, 


for his own perſonal immaculate obedience to God's 


law; or for not being admitted to repair the breach 
by repentance, without telling us what he means 


. by 
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by that word. I agree with him that this is a 
point, the ſolution of which may be left to any 
9 5 and unprejudiced mind; for it explodes 
all the religion that has ever been in the world at 
once, and leaves nothing but the dregs of heathen- 
iſm in its room. Upon our author's plan, judaiſm 
was a foolery, chriſtianity is a cheat, and Chriſt Jeſus 
out of office; the wiſer Heathens were all fools 
for depending on any thing but their own merit 
to fave them and placate their gods. Sacrifice, 
pPrieſthood, offerings, r. of old, worſhip, acknow- 
{ene of the infinite goodneſs of God in the 
redemption, of the world, prayer to God for his aſ- 
ſiſtance, thankſgiving to him for his mercies, now 
are all diſcarded ;, and we ſtand with a claim upon 
God, when we have done our duty, to receive our 
wages; and puff and ſwell with the vanity of our 
| ſufficiency, our merit, 7. e. our ſelf-conceit. I am 
not conſcious I have wronged our lump of proud 
fleſh, our author here; when he can ſhew that I 
have, I will acknowledge itz and that every be- 
neyolent, good man, is a perfect man; that che 
contrary to this, is all ſyſtematic cant; and that all 
but our own is an invented, fanciful, chimericalrigh- 
teouſneſs. I could here, if it would not be deemed a 
paw-paw trick, give our. author a large catalogue 
of books fit for him to read, to cure his igno- 
rance of the manners of mankind, and of the ini- 
quitous and ſecret ſprings of their actions in gene- 
ral ; but I muſt content myſelf with naming only 
Dr. Young's Eſtimate, and Rochefaucault. I have 
always obſerved, upon our author's principles, 
that their ſermons and prayers have never agreed, 
but grinned at each other; and how is it poſſible 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe ? For if man has thoſe 
inborn powers naturally, this innate ſtrength of 
reaſon, this huge and compleat ſtock of ſelt- ſuffi- 
ciency to do his duty 5 claim his wages, * 
" I as 


. | 
has he to pray for? And if he be ſo void of depra- 
vity, and ſo filled with purity as to need no me- 
diator or atonement, what has he to confeſs or 
give thanks for? I defy any man to form 4 
Prayer conſiſtent with our author's plan: a very 
little knowledge of the manners of mankind will 
help him, if he be not incorrigible and refractory. 
But now he comes in with a clincher, and urges that 
our abilities muft be equal to our moral obliga- 
tion, to the demands of the law; for if I have loſt 
my arms and legs in Adam, the law can neither 
oblige me to work, nor walk : but my inactivity 
is quite innocent and harmlefs.” I will compli- 
ment Mr. Fleming here, by acknowledging the 
how, the why, the when, and the where, of this 
matter lyes not quite naked to my underſtanding, 
any more than the cauſe of the negro's colour : 
but the fact, as it is in human nature, does. 
By the light of God's revelation reflecting upon 
my rational powers, and enabling me to think, 1 
find, and ſtand convinced of the rectitude and 
equity of the law, or doctrine of God; and know 
that it condemns the firſt broodings of iniquity, 
_ that it binds the firſt and moſt ſecret purpoſes of 
fin, that it reaches the inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul, 
and requires truth in the inward parts, and that 
all the world ſtands guilty before God. I know 
too, that the heart of every man naturally Iyes ad- 
verſe to this; that it is not in the power of man, 
with all his natural and moral abilities and activi- 
ty, to love the Lord his God with all his heart and 
foul, and mind, and ſtrength ; nor to love his 
neighbour and his enemy as his own ſoul : yet this 
the law of God requires, it is its firſt principle, its 
firſt leſſon, upon which all the reſt depends; all mo- 
ral activity and obedience really hangs on this, and 
without which, all pretence to a ſound. morality is 
neither more nor leſs, than vice in * 
9 
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It is the goſpel, and not the law, that furniſhes. us 
with motives ſufficient to be thus moral. Com- 
mand, allure, &c. the cruel tyrant, the covetous 
niggard, the iron-hearted- oppreſſor, the man in 
full career to be rich or honourable, &:. to ſtop 
and alienate his mind from his preſent purſuits, 
and in ſimplicity turn to God and love him as a- 
bove; though you may convince him that it is 
right for him to do ſo, he will ſoon convince you 
that our moral abilities, and our moral obliga- 
tions, are not adequate to each other. Thoſe who 
think this inſtance not ſufficient, I adviſe to try 
the experiment upon themſelves, and if they dil- 
own their conviction, I will divulge a ſecret which 
they will not ſpeak out, i. e. that while their 
tongues are framing an anſwer, their hearts give 
them the lie, and with that lie in their right hands 
I leave them. i 
He next ſtruts out for the reputation of man, with 
a dictate of natural religion; page 28, urges Pet. ii. 
17; bullies Mr. Pike's * ſyſtem of corruption, the 
. notion of original ſin, as deplorably depreſſing the 
veneration due to man, and his opinion of an im- 
puted, with his contempt of a perſonal, righteouſneſs; 
(a ſly imputation |!) as capitally injurious to the rights 
of mankind, as enervating or relaxing the view 
and ſentiment of moral obligation, as reconcilin 
to the criminal indulgence, from the plea of frailty, 
corruption, and depravity.* His mention of a dictate 
of natural religion, I impute to his ignorance ; I 
have kick'd that off the ſtage long ſince, paſt his 
power of bringing it on; nor can he, or any other 
1 i man, tell what they mean by it. As our author 
has advanced nothing in this 29th page, on the 
doctrine of original ſin, and the imputation of 
'Chriſt's righteouſneſs, but an heap of malicious 
ſcandal, and not the leaſt ſyllable of an argument, 
nor the appearance of one; we ſhall paſs this, and 
. 1 think 
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think the man that can overlook what the aſſembly 
have ſaid, and the texts they have quoted in their 


anſwer in their larger catechiſm, muſt be blinder 


than an owl : while we profeſs to agree with our 
author, page 30, That the true teſt of chriſtian 
© opinions, is their moral tendency, Sc.“ This, with 
what follows, was [manifeſtly deſigned as an in- 
vective againſt thoſe he diſtinguiſhes by ortho- 
dox. Had Mr. Fleming diſcovered more immo- 
rality amongſt thoſe, than amongſt his dear merit- 
mongers, it is preſumed, he has a mouth hard 
enough to ſpeak out; therefore, as it is only an 
invidious hint, we ſhall pay no regard to it. | 
He next upbraids Mr. Pike upon the principles 
of Proteſtantiſm, and artfully places him amongſt 
the admirers of the Athanaſian curſing creed. To 
attempt a vindication of Mr. Pike, or his five reve- 


rend fathers here, would be to injure them; becauſe 
their candour and moderation are known to all men: 


but I here appeal to the reader of the loweſt degree 
of common ſenſe, whether Mr. Fleming has not, 
throughout his performance, retained the true 
ſpirit of popery, in that rage and rancour that 
runs through the whole; in that bigotry which 
appears againſt principles he does not underſtand, 
and in ſupport of his own, which he believes, with- 
out evidence? for I will take upon me to ſay, he 
is a ſtranger to the nature of the evidence of in- 
tellectuals; nor does he know now, how he be+ 
came a rational creature, if he be one. Two as 
bad badges as any in the church of Rome, are 


their doctrine of merit, and their perſecuting prin- 


ciples: the former our author has maintained with 
as domineering an air, as an inquiſttor- general 
could do; and the ardour of his maintaining his 


own whims, vagaries, and dreams, beſpeak him fit 
for that office; only *tis preſumed his want of or- 


thodoxy would diſqualify him; for they ultimately 
; * 
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maintain the doctrine of the atonement, the Trinity, 
the depravity, and ſome other doctrines, which he 
flatly denies, without knowing the foundation on 
which they ſtand. e. e 
Our author draws to a cloſe, page 31, with | 
ſome very ill-natured reflections, and very unfair 7 
inferences, Frſt, he complains that the aſſembly's 
catechiſm is obſcure and unitelligible, in its funda- 
mentals. Secondly, It ſadly prejudiceth the mind 
againſt the rationality, plainneſs, and ſimplicity, 
of the goſpel; and perhaps has made more infi- 
dels, than any other admired ſyſtem whatſoever 
amongſt the Proteſtants. - Thirdly, Its warmeſt 
advocates do moſt ſhamefully place it on a level 
with the holy ſcriptures; or rather would have it 
underſtood: as an infallible key to their ſenſe and 
meaning, in which Proteſtants have adopted the 
very. worſt principles of popery. Fourthly, The 
decay of religion among us, and a contempt of the 
bible, probably, is much owing to the miſrepreſen - 
tation therein given of the chriſtian doctrin.  - 
N I will be an advocate for no man that over-rates 
this, or any other catechiſm, or ſyſtem; but leaſt of 
all for one who under- rates the ſcriptures, as 1 
think our author has; nor am I fond of multiply- 
Ang fundamentals: but it is notwithſtanding, a 
dogma with me, that that may be fundamental and 
eſteemed ſo, 'to a man born in a chriſtian country 
with the bible in his poſſeſſion, that is not ſo to an 
heathen. . Mr. Fleming, under the flimſy pretence 
of militating againſt ſyſtems, and human opinions, 
ſeems at leaſt to level his darts at revelation, and 
\W the doctrines contained therein; and under the filly 
pretext of ſetting aſide the former, explodes all that 
is worth holding in the latter: for ſtrip the bible 
of the doctrines of the Trinity, and atonement, and 
there is nothing left worth a wiſe man's ' contend» 


ing 


381 

ing for: whoſoever denies thoſe doctrines with the 
bible in his hand, is no chriſtian, but as arrant an 
Heathen as any upon the Cape of Good Hope: and 
if Mr. Fleming thinks himſelf involved here, he is 
to look to that; I am in no fear of his learning, nor 
his vengeance.  _ 

+ The rationality of the goſpel is ſuch, and ſo clear, 
that, till the man underſtands it, his — is of no 
uſe to him; but will bewilder him. This is our 
author's caſe; therefore he miſtakes his imagina- 
tion, his whims, for reaſon; nor knows how to di- 
ſtinguiſh between them. His perhaps is beſt anſwer- 
ed, with a perhaps he is miſtaken; for it is ſuch re- 
veries as he has publiſhed, that have added to the 
number of our infidels. 

1 do not know: thoſe warm advocates who have 
placed the catechiſm upon a level with ſcripture, or 
made it a key to their ſenſe of it; I am not of their 
number; and when I find them, will blame them as 
much as our author: but have not met with any 
proteſtant, who has adopted ſuch dangerous princi- 
ples of popery as he has. 

The decay of religion and contempt of the bible 
among us, is certainly owing to ſuch miſrepreſen- | 
tations of the chriſtian doctrine as Mr. Fleming has 
given: nor have I ever known, but piety and de- 
votion have decayed in the ſame proportion as a man 
has given into ſuch miſrepreſentations, till he has 
thrown off the maſk, and turn'd inũdel. I am able 
to give many inſtances of chis ſort. 

The four remaining pages of this pamphlet con- 
fiſt in a ſcandalous miſrepreſentation of Mr. Pike, as 
a bigot to the catechiſm, an enemy to the rights 
of private judgment ; comparing his moderation to 
the catholiciſm of a popiſh prieſt, and damning all 
out of his own communion ; heriticating all who 
admit not his ſenſe of ſcripture, with a — _— 

eliver 


fowl 
deliver us from ſuch advocates of religious liberty.* 
As vile a miſrepreſentation this, as to charge him 
with being an highway-robber. He goes on, ac- 
cording to the ſcheme of the junto recited above, 


to ſhew that © nothing in religion is to be regarded. 


but by the moral effects, i. e. the moral character.“ 
We may take an eſtimate of his ſenſe of the moral 
character, by the ſenſe he has put upon the law of 
God, page 22, 23, where he has ſhrunk it to his 
own liking ; and though he be an unitarian, and has 
a different opinion of the mediation (or no opinion 
of it); yet, he ſays, if he can ſhew out of a good con- 
verſation, that the fame ſpirit dwells in him that dwelt 
in Chriſt Jeſus; or, if he be influenced to an imita- 
tion of him; © what is your advantage? | 
When he will declare the difference between an 
unitarian and a mahometan, and who that ſpirit was 
that dwelt in Chriſt Jeſus, i. e. whether that ſpirit 
was God or a creature, or a compound between 
both ; a mode, a quality, a name, a ſomething or 
a nothing; I will tell him where the advantage lies. 
In page 34 he is very complaiſant to the Arminia 
and the Arian; but ſtill out of temper with Mr. Pike, 
and charges him with taking inconceivables and in- 
explicables into his creed, and making them eſſen- 
tials; and with being an enemy to reaſon in religi- 
on. It is preſumed, this charge is invidious; and 
that if Mr. Fleming has any creed, he has as many 


inexplicables and inconceivables as Mr. Pike. Ef- 


 fentials, or reaſon, are not to be found in Mr. Fle- 
ming's Scale; and, I ſuppoſe, if he had had either, 
they would have appeared there. In page 33, one 
would think he had acknowledged the faith of a 
chriſtian not to ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in 


the power of God; but his whole pamphlet denies. 


that, unleſs reaſon be God. He would have all creeds, 
_ confeffions and ſyſtematic catechiſms, decryed as 
1 . burtful 
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huntfulto chriſtianity, ſince © every man is to form his 


. "own ſenſe of the divine rule from itſelf; becauſe no 


man, or aſſembly of men, can, make it plainer or 
more intelligible than it is. Hence it follows unde- 
niably, that every man that preaches is a fool, and 
that all his hearers are ſo too. He is not pleaſed, 
that he has not the modelling of our academies ; 
that he cannot rid them of ſyſtematic divinity z and 
that that ſcience ſhould be learned from the foun- 
tain in its greateſt ſimplicity and purity. If by the 
fountain, he means the original ſcriptures, I agree 
with him : but when our academicians teach the lan- 
guages in their purity the {criptures were wrote in, 
they will be aſhamed to admit a claſſical author in- 
to their ſchools. The higheſt and trueſt ſtrokes of 
elegance to be found, are in the ſcriptures : nor can 
the claſſic authors compare with them, But ſince 


our author is ſo fond of the claſſics, without know 


ing why; a ſhort account of what they contain will 
be neceſſary. They contain a fund, a chaos of hea- 
theniſm; a mixture, a confuſion equal to that at 
Babel. Our claſſical publications; what are they? 
but new-vamped old errors, an approximation not 
to Rome papal, but to Rome pagan: they abound 
with all conceivable ſmut, filth and beaſtlineſs, 
beyond the language or practice of the common 
brothels. And though our gentlemen learned in 
the languages, muſt be dragg'd or whipp'd through 
This fluſh and mire, before they commence preach- 
ers, phyſicians, &c. yet afterwards they muſt hide 
all this in their hearts, and dextrouſly mimic a cha- 
ſity, never yet to be found in the human nature: 
and while this fund of filth lies cloſely wrapp'd up in 
their minds, their tongues muſt not pronounce ſome 
chapters in the pure ſcriptures. Yet ſhameful as 
this is, our author wants to give an elegance to com- 
poſition from claſſical writings. When he can tel} 
I | 3 
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us their uſe, except the little hiſtory they contain; 
he will do a ſervice: for though by learning, the 
languages they are wrote in, ſome books may be 
read, which otherwiſe could not; yet thoſe langua- 
ges may be learnt to as great perfection, without a 
perſon*s flouncing, like a flounder in the mud, thro? 
all this naſtineſs, or danger of being paganiſed. 
He is in a pannic, for fear Mr. Pike ſhould form 
his pupils too ſyſtematically : if that ſhould happen 
to be the caſe, it would then be a fit time to throw 
the claſſics in; for I will be anſwerable for it, that 
they are quite ſufficient to unſyſtemize any man, by 
ſpoiling his manners and ſtarving his underſtanding. 
Now, after all the pains T have taken to pleaſe our 
author, and to inſtruct him too, I really think I de- 
ſerve ſome compliment. If he will tranſmit the 
following queries to the wonderful Taoalttbob, I 
will accept of it as an ample reward. That won- 
derful gentleman having adjuſted his thoughts by 
our author's Scale, ventured abroad in maſquerade. 
Quere, Whether perſonal revenge was not the 
ground of it; or, what could move him to falſify; 
in taking a formal quotation from a former publi- 
cation of Mr. Pike's, when neither the words nor 
the ideas in that quotation are to be found? Quere, 
Whether falſhood, revenge, &c. concealed, be not 
a brilliant in the crown of the modern moral charac- 
ter? I had liked to have forgot to correct our author 
for fibbing, or a trick ſo like it, that it is hard to 
diſtinguiſh. He miſrepreſents an affair at Brent- 
wood; and would infinuate, that Mr. Pike gave 
God thanks that the goſpel was like to be preached 
there, where it had not been preached before for 
forty years; and that this thankſgiving carried a re- 
flection on the epiſcopalians in that town; whereas 
the whole of the ſtory is a mangled kind of forgery ; 
and all that is certain in it is, that the expreſſion that 
gave the diſguſt remains uncertain z; that Mr. Pike 
G Was 
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action: but that as he 


(42 ] 


was not the man who uſed it; that the epiſcopa- 


- hans were not included in the idea; nor was the 


time limited ſince the goſpel had been preached 
there; nor Mr. F ng witneſs to the tranſ- 

e has taken his whole ſy- 
ſtem, ſo he has this ſtory, and ventured to 3 
liſh it upon the credit of he knows not who. 


But any ſcavenger's cart will do, for him to throw 
dirt from. I ſhall add no more at preſent; but to 


aſſure him I have wrote with no ſpleen nor ill 
wiſh to him, but with that ſpirit which I think his 
overbearing manners deſerve ; that Mr. Pike had 
no hand in it, nor any belonging to him; that nei- 
ther he nor they ever ſaw a line of it, till it was 


publiſhed; that it was not undertaken, till near one 


month after his was publiſhed: nor then, but to re- 


freſh the vigour of my own growing abilities: there- 


fore no one is to blame, but myſelf ; and if I have 
been criminal, I hope to make atonement by the 
ſtrength of my own merits: and to this end, I doubt 
not, but our author wiſhes me more modeſty, a 
elearer head, and a better heart. I heartily return 
him the compliment, and cordially wiſh. him the 


ſame bleſſing; and am, 


His moſt bumble Servant, 


. 


JOHN DOVE. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


A Short notice of Mr. Fleming's Scale is taken, 
1 only to convince him that it is not neglected, 
I he had call'd it an eſcalada to ſtorm chriſtianity, 
and himſelf an efcalador, I ſhould not have won- 
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What then could move our author to write his Scale 2 
I leave him to anſwer for that: for ſince all that can 
he known concerning God, his attributes, and the 
duties reſulting from them, muſt be learnt from re- 
velation; and ſince our mere reaſon is too feeble to 
{cale the ſpiritual world without one, I leave our 
author to account for the raſhneſs of his attempt. 
Hadhhe not miſtaken the weakneſs of his abilities for 
their vigour, he had paid more reſpect to that re- 
velation by which he knows the little he does know. 
This miſtake prompts him to afk what God is, 
in page 6? He anſwers, God is a ſpirit, perfectly 
holy; infinite in wiſdom and knowledge, in pow- 
er, and in preſence; neceſſary and eternal in his 
-< exiſtence; and unchangeable in this bleſſedneſs. 
In page 18, Did you not add, in your conceptions 
< of God, that his bleſſedneſs is unchangeable? Yes.z 
he, the father of lights, hath no variableneſs, nor 
* ſhadow of change; from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
< ing he is God; he changeth-not : he oN has im- 
mortality.“ Unleſs our author, under the idea df 
the bleſſedneſs of God Includes all his perfections; 
ED | 2 he 
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[ 44 ] 
he has granted more to that attribute of the Deity in 
the latter, than in the former queſtion. If he.means 
-that as a general attribute, then the unchangeable- 
neſs of God muſt reach to his purpoſe: of which, 
| our author has ſaid nothing in his Scale. What he 
means, matters not: for it is not his meaning, 
but the truth, I am concerned about; nor do LI be- 
lieve he knows his own meaning: be that as it will; 
unchangeableneſs is an attribute of Deity : there- 
fore his purpoſe ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his 
pleaſure, Ifa. xlvi. 10. xl. 14. li. 10. Luke xii. 
23. Eph. i. 5, Sc. Cyrus ſhall execute it too. Iſa. 
= Xliv. 28. Is God changeable? No. A changeable 
| being is an imperfect being. If man was perfect, 
I | he would be unchangeable: why does he change 
| his purpoſe? becauſe he is not perfect, not infinite | 
| in wiſdom and power. If he had infinite know- | 
| ledge to forefee and contrive, and infinite power to 
execute, no accident could befal him: what could 
| make him changeable ? for changeability is founded 
; 


on ignorance and weakneſs: both incompatible to 
Deity. In page 6, he ſays God is a ſpirit.* How 
does he know that? it is an inference from ſcri 
cure, but not a ſcripture propoſition, which he in- 
fiſts upon from his antagoniſt elſewhere, John iv. 
24. reads in the original, The Spirit, the God.“ 
| And though I ftumble at nothing in this anſwer, 
but his infinite preſence; yet I ſay it is imperfect, 
and given in favour of his own ſyſtem : for though 
he raves at fyſtems in others, he has a wild one of 
his own. In the ſame page, What mean you by 
© ſaying, God is aSpirit?* Here he comes in with his 
3 negatives, and cannot tell : but goes too far, by 
faying there is nothing in nature to which we can 
compare or liken God. Here is the ſource of our 
| author's want of common ſenfe : his leaving nature 
3 out ; and attempting to reafon without revelatior : 
3 but though we may not deviſe ſymbols or _ 
tudes 1 


. ur 3 5 ty Og A 
1 = WE 1 i. 1 
* * LASIK. j 3 2 8 5 
| Wl re n & e WE: = ut 5 
* 5 ATC SIS 3 f 3 * - 
| 8 . & MA . - = 1 SIT * 
i 9 y 1 12 0 F 
DO. tn” I, 5 Mt; * * n * 1 r is * 
* F 1 8 * * ST #1 
A = l Tf) 3 - 4 . 
* e 4 
= EE * , by 
Tk ns 1 * ** 
1 F 


n 


14561 
tudes in nature to compare God to, we may uſe 
thoſe HE has deviſed for us: for he has given us in- 
numerable types, ſimilitudes or material images, to 
give us conceptions of himſelf: nor does the fourth 
command at all controul this. The ſcriptures com- 
pare God to fire, and his appearances were frequent- 
| i ly in firez the nature and root of which, it is pres 
= ſumed, Mr. Fleming does not underſtand. Fire is 
| the ſymbol of the Deity, Deut. iv. 24. He re- 
| vealed himſelf in fire, Iſa. vi. 4. Ezek. i. 4. Rev. 
| i. 14. Pſa. xviii. 12, 13, 14. and will appear in fire 
| at his ſecond coming, 2 Theſſ. i. 8. A fiery 
| „ ſtream iſſued, and came forth from before him, 
1 « Dan, vii. 10. Chriſt is compared to fire, Mal. 
| ii. 2. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to it, Matth. 
iii. 11. and deſcended in the form of fire, Acts ii. 3. 
Jehovah led the Iſraelites in their journey through 
| the wilderneſs, under the form of fire, Exod. x1it. 
21. Jehovah that was in the pillar of fire in the 
foregoing chapter is called the agent Jehovah, that 
is Chriſt Jeſus, chap: xix. 19. It isto be obſerved, 
. that the name Jehovah cannot, without the greateſt 
1 blaſphemy, be applied to any, but to a ſelf-exiſtent 
perſon: but the name is in a multitude of places ap- 
plied to Chriſt; therefore he muſt be properly a di- 
vine perſon, and ſelf-exiſtent. The ſon of Shelo- 
mith debated with a man of Iſrael in the camp, and 
_ curſed Mm EW Shem, Jehovah, and was put to 
death, Lev. xxiv. 10. What was his crime? Blaſ- 
phemy. Againſt whom? Shem, Jehovah; the 
Agent Jehovah, Chriſt Jeſus. - I could multiply in- 
ſtances here, and give ample proof ; but have not 
room. When our author, or any of the learned 
junto diſpute this, I will ſhew them their ignorance: 
for neither phyſics nor metaphyſics, rabbinical nor- 
Greek learning will help them; nor will their fit- 
neſs fit here. This will be an heavier millſtone to 
ſink their eſcalada, than Mr. Fleming has, or can 
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s 
hang upon the neck of the aſſembly's catechiſm. 
Fire fell from heaven upon the vicarious ſacrifices 
to Jehovah, as a mark of his approbation, Gen. xv. 
17. Lev. ix. 24. Judges xiii. 20. 2 Chron, vii. 1. 
1 King xviii.. 38, Sc. c. Chriſt and his glory is 
compared to the light, 2 Sam. xxi. 17. Iſa. x. 17. 
Is. 19. Matth. xvii. 2. John i. 4, 7, 9. iii. 19,-20, 


21. viii. 42. ix. 5. Xii. 345. 1 John i. 5. Rev. xi. 


23. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to the wind 


(ſpirit) Cant. iv. 16. John ui. 8. Acts ii. 2. If 


thoſe are not compariſons from nature, types, I 


know not what to call them, and ten thouſand more. 


In ſome following pages he is a new kind of Pytho- 
niſt, and ſpeaks no man knows what, unleſs he had 


told us where to learn the duties preſcribed in them. 
In page 9, he miſtakes God's contempt of heathen, 
uninftituted ſacrifices for a contempt of his own in- 


ſtitutions: ignorance with a witneſs. In page 24, 
it would have been kind to have told us, what he 


means by ſpace. It is an heathen unmeaning word, 


which he cannot explain, /-unleſs he can tell us what 


NOTHING is. Space is dimenſion; the dimenſion 
of a body, not a void. It is a pagan word, ſubſti- 
tuted in our tranſlation for NM (ſpirit) which , 


with the Y light, and the d fire, fills che orb 
of material nature, the heavens, the world; ſo that 


God is the filler of what our author improperly calls 


ſpace : and all that can be inferred from his anſwer, 


is, that the univerſe is not God. A very great 
truth. In page 13, he will have it that his know- 
ledge comes from reaſon; whereas Adam muſt have 
had his intirely from revelation: for he was not-crea- 
ted till the ſixth day, when the ſyſtem was finiſhed 
and complete, therefore could have given no ac- 
count without revelation; and but for that could 
not know that it had not been eternal. The gene- 
ral laws of nature are too obſcure to our author, for 
him to draw concluſions from, page 14, or elſe he 
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had not, page 15 talked of other worlds. What 
other worlds? Where are they ? What buſineſs 
have they in a catechiſm ? I like his anſwer to his 
34th queſtion extremely ; he has taken the old 
teſtament into his canon. Here his account of the 
conſequences of Adam's ſinning is extremely lame, 
unleſs he had told us bow his poſterity became 
ſinful, as well as how they became mortal: the 
fource of mortality we know. I was in ho 

Mr. Fleming would have embelliſhed his ſyſtem, 
with an account of the origin of moral evil; it is 


_ deficient without it, yet there is not a word about 


it: I have no buſineſs with it, for J am not writ- 
ing a ſyſtem. His goth queſtion puzzles me, it 
is a jumble I do not underſtand. Queſtion 42, 
he evades the end of Chriſt's death, by giving a 
brief hiſtory of his life: the ſcriptures ſay, he died 
a ranſom for the world, to ſave men from the ſla- 
very of ſin, and from hell, to redeem depraved 
ſinners, to ſet them at liberty to ſerve God with 
the whole delight of their hearts, to burſt the 


bonds of ſin and death, and hell, and ſave them 


for ever who could not ſave themſelves; Rom. v. 
10. Mr. Fleming ſays, we are ſaved by his doc- 
trine, precept, and example : The ſcriptures ſay, 
we are ſaved by his death. Indeed he, queſtion 


44, brings in his blood, but ſo obſcurely, one can- 
not tell for what ; for if we are ſaved by following 


his example, &c. what need of his blood? Here 
Mr. Fleming ſteps in and tells us, it is to be our 
propitiation, as he has taught us to propitiate for 
ourſelves, by repentance and new obedience : won- 
derful indeed, that rhe blood of Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Creator, Redeemer, and preſerver of the world, 


ſhould have juſt energy enough to enable us to 


propitiate for ourſelves *, and not energy enough 
to 


If our author is offended at the firength of theſe epithets, I 
will be accountable, | 
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| to propitiate for us; a pretty fine- ſpun piece of 
opery this: I hope our author will never more 


call himſelf a Proteſtant. He comes in, queſtion 
45, with a ſuccedaneum, penitence, and affirms, 
that * God always pardons the penitent; and if he 
means any thing, he means without any propitia- 
tion : preſently contradicts this, by ſaying, Chriſt 
gave his life a ranſom, &c. In the next ſucceeding 
pages, he is ſo confounded, confuſed, denying, af⸗ 
firming, evading, ſhifting, and ſhuffling, that I de- 
fy him to explain his own ideas: he talks of ſince- 
rity, defines faith away, depreciates the prophetic 
office of Chriſt, making him a mere delegate; cy- 
phers his prieſthood, and ſinks it into an alluſive 


Character, conſiſting in his putting an end to all 


bloody ſacrifices; and a great deal more ſuch like 
unintelligible ſtuff: preſently, ſays he, he lives for 
ever to make interceſſion for us, and that he is 


able to ſave to the uttermoſt; that his being ſeated 


at the right hand of God, gives encouragement to 
chriſtians, Sc. yet ſinks his kingly office and cy- 
Phers that too, and ſtrips it of every ſpiritual pre- 
rogative, and forgets that it conſiſts principally in 
conquering ſin and the Devil, ſubduing our wills, 
making us free ſubjects in his kingdom, Sc. The 
decalogue it ſhould ſeem, was made for courts of 
Judicature, and not for the conſcience ; for the out- 
ward actions : who told him this, or how he pick- 


ed it up, I cannot conceive. His account of the 


decalogue ſhould have paſſed as below notice, had 
he not made it a compend of the law of nature. 
Can he tell us what the law of nature is? No, 


he cannot; the wild aſs of the wilderneſs had 
he language could do it better, for he has a law 


of nature, but the rational creature has not. If 
God has given us power to believe, repent, and 
obey his commandments, as Mr, Fleming affirms, 
what have we to pray for? For if fo, we have all 
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We want, and would we have more? If we are 
thus ſpiritually athletic, we want no name of 
Chriſt, redemption, propitiation, mediation, not᷑ 
any thitig more than we have; a power to be- 
lieve, obey, or tepent, and be patdoned : but the 
very nature of prayer beſpeaks inſufficiency, de- 
1 and want. He next explodes the whole 
cripture, except the four goſpels, or one of them; 
the next ſtep it is preſumed, he will explode the 


goſpels too; for he will ex ound them his own 


Way or elſe — -But hatk you, Mr. Fleming, 
who made you Pope, thus dogmatically to ſettle 
the canon of Scripture? This is no proteſtant, 
nay, it is no chriſtian action or principle; for 
Chriſt himſelf appeals to the old teſtament as au- 
thentic ; but Mr. Fleming knows better. J hope 
he will have the modeſty to Bblufh here; if not, 
every good chriſtian will blaſh for tim. _ 

As I want foom, I muſt comprize the remain- 
der in interrogatories.— If the church be founded 
only on the new teſtament, as page 42, how then 


on the foundation of the prophets and apoſtles? 


Since you are a good catholic yourſelf, is it not 


unkind to exclude the Pope and his clergy from the 
church? If we have, as you ſay, but one rule of 
faith, the ſcriptures; ; and reaſon be the infallible 
rule to judge of that rule; methinks we have two 


rules here: Do, Sir, explain this riddle, or the 


Sorbonne will laugh at you. Why follows that 
bold ſtroke at the goſpels, to confound them with 


tradition, and render them only credible ? page 
43, 44; And why follows a compliment on the 


ſcriptures ? Is not your Scale more uſeful ? If it be 


not, take it away, what is it good for ? Why is 
not the form of baprizing, celebrated in the name 
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as well underſtood now, as it was of old? Is it 8 
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ſufficient ſelf thinks this ill treatment, it ſhall give 


becauſe you have obſcured it, as you have done 
chriſtianity and the Scriptures ? Why are you not 
more diſtinct in explaining how your acknowledge- 
ment of redemption and remiſſion of ſins, by the 
blood of Chriſt, comports with the reſt of your 
Scale ? Tell us, can a man worthily partake of the 


Euchariſt, without faith? And whether your man- 


ner of handling that doctrine, would not tempt 
one to think he could? Why, ſince reaſon is the 
infallible judge of ſcripture, are we to judge of 
doctrines by ſcripture, and not by our infallible 


reaſon ? Why this round-about method? Cannot 


our infallible reaſon judge of doctrines, without 
that medium ? Surely you think it can. Why this 
duſt in our eyes then? Is the reſurrection and the 


judgment only credible ? are they not certain? If 


men may expect the awful judgment with com- 
poſure, by a ſupreme love of God, and a generous 
affection to all men, without faith in Chriſt ; where- 
fore then, think you, came Chriſt into the world ? 
Might not we have done very well without him ? 
Aye, and without his revelation too. This, Sir, 
I take to be the purport of your Scale, and now 
let me aſk you in the name of common ſenſe, whe- 
ther we may not think Gunter's is a better ? many 
a mariner has with the uſe of that, ſafely croſſed a 
pathleſs and tempeſtuous ocean, while many a 


chriſtian will by the uſe of yours (if he uſes it). loſe 
his way and ſtumble in the dark, by your endea- 
vouring to reduce every thing to a deiſtical uncer- 


tainty. If we are fools, you are at liberty to let us 
alone, and keep at what diſtance you pleaſe : why 
ſhould our ſtupidity offend a man of your vigorous 
virtue? You are at liberty to pray for us too, 
and notwithſtanding your bloated merit renders it 
needleſs, we will pray for you. Now Sir, if your 
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me no concern; I have followed your on delicatt 
pattern, without hating or wiſhing you ill, for I 
know not your perſon. Suffer a piece of advice 
I have done; keep your pen quiet, aim not at things 
too high for you, nor meddle any more with thin 
ö nature ſeems not to have form'd you for. | 
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HE IMPORT ANCE OF RABBBIVICAL LEARN 

ING; or, The Advantage of underſtanding 

the Rites, Cuſtoms, Uſages, Phraſeology, &c. of 

the Talmudiſts conſidered ; with ſome Remarks on 
their Enigmatical and Sublime Method of Inſtruc- 

tion. Occaſion'd by the Rev. Mr. John Gill's Pre- 

face to his learned Comment on the New Teſtament. 


A CxrxEp founded on Truth and Common Senſe; 
with ſome Strictures on the Origin of our Ideas, the 
Primary Deſign of the Decalogue, the Light, Law, 
and Religion of Nature, Natural Conſcience and the 
Moral Senſe. With a Letter to his Grace the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and an Appendix to the Rev. 
Dr. Fofter. | 5 


An Ess Av o INSPIRATION ; or, An Attempt 
to ſhew that the Pretences of the ancient and modern 
Zamzumminm, to that Ray of Divinity, were, and are, 
Deceptions. Wherein the fundamental Principles of 
Barclay, in his Apology for the Quakers, are refuted; 


the Neceſſity of an External Revelation proved, and 


the Fiction of an Internal one exploded. With a 


Hue and Cry after the Enthuſiaſt; his Perſon de- 
ſcribed ; and his Frenzies delineated. ; 


PLain TLuTH.: or, Quakeriſm unmaſk*'d. In a 
Supplement to the Eſſay on Inſpiration. Addreſſed 
to the Worſhipful Company of: Quakers in Convo- 
cation at their Hall in Grace-church-Street : With a 


Note on a Tract of the Rev. Mr. Penn, Curate of 
St. Andrew's, Underſbaft. 
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